
For more information, contact the  
Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program 
at 773.328.7040 or ERP@cntenergy.org. 

Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program

The Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program offers technical assistance and financial incentives for energy-efficient 
upgrades and renovations in existing commercial, industrial, and multifamily buildings. 

The program focuses on serving communities that are in need of economic revitalization. In addition, the program assists 
businesses and organizations anywhere in the Nicor Gas service territory that create community benefits. This includes 
projects that provide affordable housing, offer community services, create jobs, provide health care, or redevelop vacant or 
contaminated commercial and industrial sites. With help from the Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program, investing in 
energy-efficient building improvements can be easy and affordable. 

HOW TO APPLY
To apply for this program or for more information, go 
to NicorGasRebates.com/economic or contact the 
Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program team at 
773.328.7040 or ERP@cntenergy.org.

For information additional Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency 
Programs, visit NicorGasRebates.com. 
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SERVICES AND INCENTIVES
DESIGN ANALYSIS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
This program offers expert technical assistance and 
extensive guidance throughout the process of identifying 
and completing energy-efficiency improvements. 
Services provided by a team of professional energy 
engineers and building designers include: 

■■ A complete evaluation of the project and design 
documents.

■■ A report detailing recommended energy-efficiency 
technologies and systems, estimated savings, and 
available incentives. 

■■ Assistance in applying for additional incentives
■■ Design review and construction oversight to  

ensure quality results.

INCENTIVES
■■ Technical consulting, design, and engineering 

assistance (estimated $20,000 value) provided at 
no cost

■■ Financial incentives of $0.75 per therm saved  
(up to $100,000) per project based on the 
performance of energy-efficient upgrades

■■ Financial incentives for design teams to help cover 
the cost of design services

The actual incentives and total value of technical 
assistance provided are based on the scope of the 
project, measures implemented and therms saved. 
The maximum incentive may surpass the $100,000 
limit at the discretion of program administrators and 
Nicor Gas. 

Services provided by the Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment 
Program include design review and construction oversight. 



Recommended Energy Improvements 
                                                             

Energy Savings Incentives

$ (annual) % Nicor Gas $ Other 
Programs $

1. Install energy recovery ventilation  $22,850 18.3% $23,813 $3,234

2. Redesign interior lighting $6,000 4.8% $0 $8,185

3. Replace all storefront windows with low-e windows $4,375 3.5% $2,445 $5,588

4. Use direct-fired ventilation units in warehouse space $3,700 3.0% $3,173 $264
5. Install programmable thermostats $1,820 1.5% $451 $38
6. Install sensors to control ventilation in retail areas $1,753 1.4% $1,521 $1,013
7. Seal ductwork per current codes $680 0.5% $222 $18
8. Use condensing unit heaters $505 0.4% $432 $36
9. Install destratification fans $135 0.1% $771 $0

Total $41,818 33.5% $32,828 $18,376

The Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Program is a multi-year program funded by Nicor Gas ratepayers in compliance with state law through 
a small charge identified on bills as “Energy Program.” Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Program offers are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. This offer is subject to change or termination without notice at the discretion of the Economic Redevelopment Program. 
Public entities (taxpayer-funded facilities) and self-directed customers are not eligible to participate.

For more information, contact the  
Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program 
at 773.328.7040 or ERP@cntenergy.org. 

SELECTING IMPROVEMENTS AND INCENTIVES
Nicor Gas Economic Redevelopment Program participants receive a report detailing recommended energy-efficient 
improvements. The report also provides estimated energy savings for each measure and the corresponding incentives 
available from Nicor Gas and other programs. Participants then chose which measures to implement. The example 
recommendations shown in the table below are based on a report produced for a 100,000 square foot commercial space.  

QUALIFYING PROJECTS
This program is open to commercial, industrial facilities 
and large multifamily buildings served by Nicor Gas.  
To qualify, projects should fit the following guidelines: 

■■ Promote economic redevelopment in Enterprise 
Zones, Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts or 
other economically challenged areas. Projects 
that create jobs, offer social services or provide 
affordable housing may qualify even if they are not 
located within these areas. 

■■ The facility to be improved must be at least 10,000 
square feet.

■■ Projects must be early in the design process and 
the planning stages of selecting components and 
systems to be improved. Projects nearing completion 
at the time of application may not qualify.
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Upgrades to HVAC equipment are among the measures than 
can qualify for incentives through the Nicor Gas Economic 
Redevelopment Program.  


