VILLAGE OF LIBERTYVILLE
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE AND
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
JOINT MEETING
AGENDA

August 24, 2021
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
118 W. Cook Avenue
Libertyville, IL 60048

1.

Roll Calls

2.

Final Review of Master Plan Concept for Nicholas-Dowden Park

3.

Adjournment

Any individual who would like to attend this meeting but because of a disability needs some accommodation to participate should
contact the ADA Coordinator at 118 West Cook Avenue, Libertyville, Illinois 60048 (847)362-2430



Memorandum
To:

Kelly Amidei, Village Administrator

From:

Ashley Engelmann, Deputy Village Administrator

Date:

August 18, 2021

Subject:

Nicholas-Dowden Master Plan

Background: The Village approved an overall Parks Master Plan in October of 2018. The goal of the project
was to develop a roadmap that would guide planning for the Village’s park development decisions over the
next fifteen years. The plan also called for a master plan to be developed specifically for Nicholas-Dowden
Park. Funds were included in the FY 21/22 budget for the master plan. Staff began the master plan process in
June of this year. A call for projects for the Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development (“OSLAD”)
Grant opened in July with a due date of September 1. As a result, the master plan timeline was accelerated to
complete the plan in a timely manner to include it with the OSLAD grant application. The OSLAD grant is
offered annually through the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The grant program provides up to 50%
funding assistance to eligible, local units of government to acquire and/or develop public outdoor recreation
areas. The maximum project award for a development project is $400,000.
Master Plan Process: Staff has worked with Hitchcock Design Group to develop a master plan for the north
side of Nicholas-Dowden Park. Two community feedback meetings along with an online survey regarding the
master plan were conducted. Staff has also reviewed the concepts with the Parks and Recreation Committee
and Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission via e-mail for feedback.
The master plan includes two concepts. A concept that can be utilized should grant funding be awarded and
an alternative, scaled back option if grant funding is not received. The grant concept includes installation of a
destination playground, a new basketball court, two pickle ball courts, a linear skate park, a vegetative/native
garden swale and walking loop. Funds will be requested through the OSLAD grant to implement Phase I,
Phase II improvements have also been identified should future funding become available, or construction
numbers are favorable allowing for alternatives to be added.
Budget: Nicholas-Dowden Park is slated for improvements in FY 21/22. Staff is recommending submission
of an OSLAD grant application for Nicholas-Dowden Park to offset the cost of improvements. The grant
concept estimated project budget is $1,183,500. If grant funds are received the Village would be required to
provide a match of at least $400,000. However, the Village has earmarked $815,150 in the Capital Plan for
park improvements at the site. Staff is recommending that should grant funds be awarded the master plan grant
concept be implemented by utilizing the $400,000 in grant funds and the earmarked Village capital funds of
$815,150 to complete the project.
Committee/Commission Direction: Staff is seeking final approval of the plan by the Parks and Recreation
Committee and Advisory Commission to complete the grant submission process.
Attachments:
1. Concept A
2. Concept B

F

D

E

C

B

A

G

LEGEND

Master Plan - Option A
Nicholas Dowden Park
Libertyville, Illinois

A

new restroom

B

themed playground

C

open air shelter

D

skate park

E

basketball court

F

pickleball courts

G

stormwater detention facility
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A

picnic shelter - future phase

B

destination playground

C

basketball court

D

pickleball courts

E

skate park

F

vegetated swale / native planting

G

challenge course - future phase

H

restroom facility - future phase

I

walking loop

J

expanded parking - future phase

K

detention - future phase
Phase 1:
OSLAD Improvements

Master Plan - Phase 1
Nicholas Dowden Park
Libertyville, Illinois
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