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INTRODUCTION
In 2016, Ramsey Historic Consultants conducted an intensive field survey of 349 properties in
and around the Village of Libertyville’s central business district. The purpose of the architectural
resources survey is to identify, document, and evaluate historic structures for their architectural
significance, and to make recommendations for landmark designations. The project consists of
written and photographic documentation of each building in the survey area and this report, which
summarizes and evaluates the findings of the survey and provides recommendations. The
compiled information is intended to aid the Libertyville Historic Preservation Commission in
making informed decisions regarding the village’s preservation planning, community
development projects, and rehabilitation plans for individual buildings—decisions that can
significantly impact the long-term preservation of the village’s architectural and historic
resources.

THE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA
The Libertyville Downtown survey area comprises the village’s historic commercial core,
centered along North Milwaukee Avenue, as well as a limited area of residential development
surrounding the commercial center. Approximate boundaries of the survey area are Park Avenue
at the south, First Street at the east, the Metra tracks on the north, and Brainerd Avenue on the
west. A small, non-contiguous stretch of East Church Street encompassing the Foulds Milling
Company complex on the north side of the street is also included within the survey area, as is a
small section of N. Milwaukee Avenue north of the Metra tracks. The general street pattern
approximates the standard grid system, with Milwaukee Avenue and the south end of Brainerd
Avenue deviating slightly from the pattern. Milwaukee Avenue is the survey area’s widest and
busiest street. Parallel parking is allowed along the street north of Broadway Avenue, while no
street parking is available south of Broadway. Concrete sidewalks, metal benches, lamp posts,
and mature trees line the street. Commercial development continues along the streets intersecting
Milwaukee Avenue approximately one block east and west. Most residential streets within the
survey area surrounding the commercial core feature concrete sidewalks and grassy parkways;
some streets feature rear alleys, while access to garages on other streets is made from side or front
driveways.
Every principal structure and secondary structure visible from the public right-of-way on each
street within this area has been viewed and evaluated by a field surveyor (see Appendix A for
survey methodology). Each primary structure, secondary structure, or site was also photographed
as part of the field work. Research was conducted at major research repositories within the village
to gather information on the resources within the survey area. All information gleaned from field
work and research is available at www.historiclibertyville.com, a website created by the village
to make the results of the survey easily accessible to the public. This report provides a summary
1
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of that information.
There are 349 properties within the survey area, with 346 principal structures. Of these 346
principal structures, 192 (approximately 55%) were rated as contributing to a potential historic
district, and 157 (approximately 45%) were rated as non-contributing within a potential historic
district. Of the 191 contributing structures, 33 were considered architecturally or historically
significant enough to be eligible for individual local landmark designation, and an additional 12
were rated as potentially eligible for landmark designation. Four resources were considered
eligible for individual listing to the National Register of Historic Places. The majority of the
properties within the survey area is residential, with 204 buildings historically used as singlefamily residences and an additional 40 built as multi-family dwellings. Seventy-nine are
commercial, and the remaining 23 resources are a mixture of religious, industrial, educational
governmental, recreational, social, and transportation-related buildings.
There are 131 secondary structures, and most are detached garages—48 were rated contributing
(37%) and 83 are non-contributing (63%). There are two vacant lots within the survey area, and
two parks. Parking lots attached to buildings or along the rear of the commercial street wall along
Milwaukee Avenue are not counted as resources in the survey.

PRESERVATION ACTIVITIES IN LIBERTYVILLE
Libertyville Main Street Program
Years before the official creation of its first Historic Preservation Ordinance, the Village of
Libertyville began in earnest to revitalize and protect its historic commercial center by
establishing MainStreet Libertyville in 1989. The not-for-profit organization was formed under
the aegis of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Main Street Program, which began in
1980. The mission of the Main Street program was to encourage preservation-based economic
revitalization in flagging commercial centers of towns throughout the country. MainStreet
Libertyville joined the Illinois Main Street Program in 1997, and is currently one of 41 member
communities in the state.
In its 25-year history, MainStreet Libertyville has become one of the most successful Main Street
organizations in Illinois. Funds provided by a tax increment finance district put in place in the
downtown in 1986 went toward grants for new signage and architectural renderings of
renovations, as well as low-interest loans of $15,000 to $100,000 toward façade improvements.
Dozens of commercial structures in the village’s central business district have been renovated or
rehabilitated using these funds. The organization also focused on creating events that would draw
people downtown—among the most successful include the weekly Farmer’s Market at Cook Park
and Out to Lunch. As a result of the community’s efforts, vacancy rates within the downtown
district have plummeted from a high of 30% in the late 1980s, and are now negligible, and
Libertyville’s thriving commercial district is held up as a model for other communities.
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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The National Register of Historic Places in Libertyville
Within the Village of Libertyville, eight properties have been individually listed to the National
Register of Historic Places. The first property listed was the Church of St. Sava Serbian
Orthodox Monastery, in 1979. The following National Register listed properties are located
within the Downtown survey area:
•
•
•

Cook Memorial Library (Ansel B. Cook House), 413 N. Milwaukee Avenue (listed
2001)
Proctor Building, 516-528 N. Milwaukee Avenue (listed 1998)
Public Service Building, 340-354 N. Milwaukee Avenue (listed 1983)

The most recent addition to the National Register in the village, the Libertyville High School
Brainerd Building at 416 W. Park Avenue (listed 2008), was also located within the survey area,
but was demolished in 2014.
Libertyville Historic Preservation Commission
The Libertyville Historic Preservation Ordinance was approved in 2014, creating the Libertyville
Historic Preservation Commission. Since its creation, the Commission has succeeded in or is in
the process of obtaining local landmark status for the following properties:
•
•

Cook Memorial Library (Ansel B. Cook House), 413 N. Milwaukee Avenue (designated
2016)
Proctor Building, 516-528 N. Milwaukee Avenue (designation pending)

Illinois Historic Sites Survey and Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey
In addition to National Register-listed properties and local landmarks, there are two inventories
that recognize important structures within the village of Libertyville. The Illinois Historic Sites
Survey (IHSS) and Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey (IHLS) are inventories of architecturallyand historically-significant structures across the state of Illinois. The survey was undertaken in
the early 1970s. Thirty-seven buildings within the Downtown survey area were listed on the IHSS
or IHLS. Of these, 31 are still extant:
•
•
•
•
3

307 Brainerd Avenue
114-116 E. Broadway Avenue
128 E. Broadway Avenue
313 E. Church Street
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

321 E. Church Street
St. Lawrence Episcopal Church, 125 W. Church Street
111 W. Cook Street (depot—demolished)
121 W. Cook Street (Lumber yard--demolished)
518 N. First Street
533 N. First Street (demolished)
148 W. Lake Street (demolished)
114 W. Maple Avenue (demolished)
205 W. Maple Avenue
First Presbyterian Church, 219 W. Maple Avenue
309 W. Maple Avenue
315 W. Maple Avenue
Public Service Building, 344-354 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Trigg Building/Libertyville Hotel, 355-357 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Kaiser Building, 406 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Ansel Brainerd Cook House, 413 N. Milwaukee Avenue
428-432 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Proctor Building, 516-528 N. Milwaukee Avenue
533-541 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Gridley-First State Bank Building, 536-542 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Original Village Hall, 715 N. Milwaukee Avenue
125 W. Park Avenue
132 W. Park Avenue
137 W. Park Avenue
145 W. Park Avenue
208 W. Park Avenue
329 W. Park Avenue
Libertyville High School, 416-420 W. Park Avenue (demolished)
201 N. Stewart Street
207 N. Stewart Street
St. John’s Lutheran Church Building, 240 N. Park Place
Central School, 158 School Street
320 Wright Court

OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY
Historic preservation benefits the community as a whole, as well as the individuals who own and
use historic properties. The following are the principal objectives of this survey:
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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To ensure the preservation of architecturally and historically significant structures in
Libertyville::
Many historic structures in Libertyville have been altered or demolished, and many of these were
architecturally and/or historically significant. If this continues unabated, the overall character and
historic quality of the community will be irreversibly changed for the worse. For the many
residents who believe that historic buildings are part of what makes Libertyville an attractive
place to live, definite actions must be taken to preserve the most significant historic structures.
To heighten public awareness of the richness of the historic architectural resources in
Libertyville::
Residents can appreciate how the Village of Libertyville has developed since its founding as well
as contributed to the overall development of the Chicago metropolitan area by becoming aware
of and understanding local architecture and history. This can include knowledge of the
architecturally and historically significant buildings around them—the architectural styles,
prominent architects’ work, periods of construction, prominent local historical figures residing in
the area, and the general patterns of community growth. Documentation of the community’s
architectural and historic heritage can be used in a variety of ways. The material gathered in this
survey can be a valuable resource when creating educational programming, books, articles,
additional walking, bus, and bike tours, and exhibitions.
To assist individual property owners in maintaining and improving their properties and to
provide economic incentives for preservation::
Many owners of historic properties may not realize the historic features that make their buildings
special. In some cases, this has led to inappropriate modernizations that remove or hide characterdefining features. This survey will assist property owners in identifying and preserving their
building’s significant features. With landmark designation, an owner of a landmark property who
restores or rehabilitates their building may be eligible for tax incentives.

5
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HISTORY OF THE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA
The history of Libertyville’s Downtown survey area reflects the arc of both commercial and
residential development at the core of what is now the Village of Libertyville, and includes
historic resources from that span from the mid-19th century to the present day. First settled in the
1830s, the village grew at a slow but steady pace through the 19th century, then experienced a
boom in the early 20th
century, when improved
transportation to and from
Chicago
enticed
city
businessmen to purchased
country estates around the
village. While it struggled
through the decades after
World War II, today
Libertyville’s downtown is
thriving, as is the residential
are surrounding it.

EARLY HISTORY OF
LIBERTYVILLE AND
THE
DOWNTOWN
SURVEY AREA
The Village of Libertyville
can trace its origins back to
the early 1830s, with the
arrival
of
Englishman
George Vardin. Vardin built
a small cabin on the land
between the Des Plaines
River and Butler Lake, near
the present-day location of
the Ansel Cook House (now
Libertyville-Mundelein
Historical
Society).
Although George Vardin
Map of early settlement in Libertyville
and his had moved on from
[Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835]
the area by 1835, others
quickly settled in what was then known as “Vardin’s Grove,” including William Cooley, Elconah
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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Tingley, Dr. William Crane, who opened the community’s first inn, Dr. J. H. Foster, its first
practicing physician, Horace Butler, an attorney, and the Reverend Samuel Hurlburt. 1 In June of
1836, a stage coach line was established along the Milwauky Trace (an early Indian trading route)
connecting Chicago to Milwaukee. The newly-established Milwaukee Road cut through the
fledgling community at Vardin’s Grove, and helped to secure its future as an established town. A
month later, on July 4th, 1836, the early settlers of Vardin’s Grove erected a flag pole in a small
clearing, and dubbed the community Independence Grove. That autumn, the first school house
was erected north of the clearing, near the current intersection of Milwaukee and Cook Avenues. 2
In 1837, the citizens of Independence Grove applied to the state for a post office to service their
community. It was then discovered that another town in Illinois already claimed the name
Independence Grove. Early resident Archimedes Wynkoop suggested calling the town
Libertyville, and the new name was adopted. When Libertyville was chosen as the seat of the
newly-formed Lake County in 1839, the town’s name was changed again to Burlington, but
reverted back to Libertyville when the county seat was given to Waukegan two years later. 3
Development in Libertyville from 1840 to 1880 was slow but steady. During these decades, Lake
County remained essentially a county of rural farming communities, and Libertyville was no
exception. Census data indicates that the estimated population of Libertyville grew from around
67 residents in 1840 to 221 in 1880. 4 Other local histories give higher population numbers for
this period—in his 1854 history of Lake County, Elijah M. Haines states that, at the time of his
writing, the village “contains at the present time some three or four hundred inhabitants—two or
three stores, a large commodious Hotel, a steam flouring mill and saw mill, and above all, two
fine churches. . .” 5
A directory of Libertyville Township published in The Past and Present of Lake County in 1878
gives a glimpse into the population of Libertyville at the end of this first period of development,
before the town was linked to larger commercial centers through rail. The vast majority of those
listed under the Libertyville P. O. box are farmers. Many—including Charles F. Albright, Ralph
Bulkley (Section 9), Phillip Davis (Section 18), Joseph Davis (Section 6), Thomas Ellis (Sections
21 and 22), George Lawrence (Section 17), Colonel E. B. Messer (Section 21), James P. Norton
(Section 19), William Price (Section 21), and John S. Wheeler (Sections 26 and 29), among
1

Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835, published by the Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society, 1971, p. 6.
Ibid, p. 7; Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society, Libertyville, Illustrated, Marceline, Mo. : Walsworth Pub.
Co.; Libertyville, Ill. : Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society, 1993, p. 4.
2

Jim Moran, Libertyville (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Pub., 2006), p. 7.
“Population Estimates and Census Counts: Libertyville and Mundelein, Illinois” unpublished paper located in
Historical Demographics folder, local history collection, Cook Memorial Public Library.
5
Elijah M. Haines, Historical and Statistical Sketches of Lake County, State of Illinois: in Two Parts, the First
Consisting of General Observations, the Second Gives a Minute Review of Each Township in its Order
(Libertyville, IL: republished by the Illinois-Mundelein Historical Society, 1973, originally published
1852), p. 89.
3
4

7
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others—owned substantial tracts within the township but outside of the town limits. Among those
men listed in the directory who were not farmers were George Schanck, a seller of hardware and
farming implements and a native of Libertyville; Marcian H. Seavey, a merchant; James Triggs,
a harness maker; and William C. Triggs, a shoemaker. 6

Above: the first school building, erected in 1836 [Our
Town: Libertyville]
Right: Union Church, 1868 [Libertyville-Mundelein
Historical Society]

Early buildings in the town
included the county’s first school building,
erected in late 1836 near the current
intersection of Milwaukee and Cook
Avenues, and the Methodist Church
building, completed in 1844 at what is now
the intersection of Church Street and
Brainerd Avenue. 7 In 1868, the Union
Church was constructed along the south side
of West Church Street, for use by the town’s Methodists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians,
Baptists, and Universalist congregations and The Grove House Hotel on Milwaukee Avenue,
which opened in 1840 and was operated by Davis Steel, and later by Abram B. Fisher. 8 The first
industrial development in the town included a grist and saw mill near the southwest corner of
Lake Street and Milwaukee Avenue, by Dr. William Crane and Horace Butler, as well as a brick
6

The Past and Present of Lake County, Illinois (Chicago: William LeBaron, 1877), p. 401-412.
Laura Hickey, Arlene Lane, and Sonia Schoenfield, Then & Now: Libertyville (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing,
2010), p. 31
8
John J. Halsey and C. Chamberlain Tracey, A History of Lake County, Illinois (Philadelphia: R. S. Bates, 1912), p.
716; Moran, p. 12; The Past and Present of Lake County, 401-412.
7
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yard opened by Elconah Tingley near Walnut Street, north of the present business district. 9
Among these early buildings that were originally located within the Downtown survey area, none
are still standing today.
Residential development was also gradual and diffuse in
this early period of Libertyville’s history. Within the
Downtown survey area, very few houses dating from

Ansel B. Cook (right) built his house along the west side of Milwaukee Avenue in what is now downtown
Libertyville in 1878 [Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]

before 1880 survive. Unquestionably the most significant residential structure from this era, and
a visual anchor of the village, is the home built for Ansel Brainerd Cook in 1878. Born in Haddam,
Connecticut in 1823, Cook settled in Lake County in 1846, where he farmed nearly 450 acres
near Libertyville. In 1849, Cook married Helen Maria Foster, the daughter of Libertyville
physician Dr. Jesse H. Foster, and the couple relocated to Waukegan for four years. In 1853, A.
B. Cook moved to Chicago, where he became a contractor and mason. He was best-known for
laying the first flagstone in the city, and also held the masonry contract for the Chicago Water
Tower on North Michigan Avenue. Cook was elected to the Illinois State Legislature in 1863,
where he served two consecutive terms. Upon his return to Lake County in 1869, Cook was again
elected to the State Legislature for a third time. After the Chicago Fire of 1871, Cook returned to
Chicago and continued as a successful builder and stone contractor, and served as Alderman of
the city’s 11th ward and President of the Chicago City Council. 10

9

Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835, p. 11.
“The
Ansel
B.
Cook
House,”
(http://www.lmhistory.org/cookhouse.html).
10

9

Libertyville-Mundelein

Historical

Society

website
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Ansel Cook purchased a large tract of land in Libertyville west of Milwaukee Avenue from his
father-in-law in 1870. Work on the house and surrounding gardens began soon after, and was
completed in 1878. The design of the house is attributed to Chicago architect William W.
Boyington, whom Cook had worked with on the Chicago Water Tower years before. 11

THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD AND LIBERTYVILLE’S FIRST BOOM IN
THE LATE 19TH CENTURY
Although the introduction of the stage coach along Milwaukee Avenue in the 1830s had helped
to attract some development to Libertyville, its citizens quickly realized that in order for the town
to grow further, it would need to be linked to larger markets by a rail line. An early attempt by
town officials to bring
the railroad through
Libertyville had failed in
the 1850s, and the
Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul Railway built a
rail line connecting
Milwaukee and Chicago
in 1872 that bypassed
Libertyville,
going
through nearby Rondout
(then called Sulphur
Glen) instead. In 1878,
George H. Schanck, Dr.
Sam Galloway and Col.
E. B. Messner persuaded
officials of that railroad
Depot (left, demolished) at the intersection of what are now Cook Avenue and First
company to run a spur
Street [Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
from
Rondout
to
Libertyville. In return, the village agreed to pay for the land, depot, bridge, across the Des Plaines
river, and all materials for the line. General Walter Newberry, a local real estate developer, raised
funds for the spur, which opened to much fanfare in May of 1880. 12 The original depot, which is
no longer extant, was located along at the end of Sprague Street (now East Cook Street) at First
Street.
As expected, the coming of the railroad to Libertyville ushered in the town’s first building boom.
Although only a single passenger train passed through the town daily, freight service along the
11

Ibid.
Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835, p. 16-17; Craig L. Pfannkuche, “Libertyville,” Encyclopedia of
Chicago website (http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/740.html).

12
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line allowed for farmers surrounding the village to more easily transport their products to urban
markets. This increased traffic into Libertyville led to the establishment of new businesses and
increased residential population. According to an article on the history of transportation in
Libertyville written by C. E. Carroll for the Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society, the years
between 1880 and 1882 “saw the building of two grain elevators, a hotel and livery stable, two
lumber yards, some half dozen store buildings, two churches, and about twenty-five new
homes.” 13
Encouraged by the increased development, local leaders petitioned Judge Francis E. Clark in
Waukegan for the right to hold a referendum on incorporation. The referendum was held on April
of 1882, a strong majority of Libertyville’s citizens voted to incorporate as a village. The first
officers were elected a month later, and John Locke, a New-Hampshire-born farmer with holdings
south of the village, was elected as Libertyville’s first mayor. 14
Around the same time, local landowners with property close to the emerging business district
began subdividing tracts for residential development. Josiah Butler subdivided a part of his farm
west of Milwaukee Avenue around what is now Maple Avenue, George Schanck subdivided his
holdings east of Milwaukee, creating Sprague Street (now Cook Avenue) to the new depot and
building a mill and grain elevator along the new street. Caleb Wright opened Orchard Street (now
Church Street) east of Milwaukee. Dr. Galloway
and General Newberry also created new
subdivisions north of the new rail spur. Within the
Downtown survey area, nine houses built in the
decade after the establishment of the railroad in
Libertyville survive, including several houses along
the newly-opened Maple Avenue, Park Avenue, and
Brainerd Avenue. 15

Lake County Bank, 501 N. Milwaukee
[Libertyville Illustrated]

Commercial development continued at an increased
pace through the 1890s. The Libertyville Hotel
opened in a new brick building at the southwest
corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Church Street in
the mid-1890s. The establishment was run by James
Furney and E. C. Tillotson, who had experience
working in a hotel in Deerfield. 16 Other commercial

13

C. E. Carroll, “Transportation,” Essay published Cook Memorial Public Library website
(http://www.cooklib.org/Localhistory/CarrollEssays/Essays/Transportation.html).
14
Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835, p. 22; Libertyville Illustrated, p. 7.
15
C. E. Carroll , “The Booms” Essay published on Cook Memorial Public Library website
(http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/348/Exhibit/2)
16
Libertyville Illustrated, p. 27.
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structures built during second half of the
decade include the H. B. Eger Hardware
Building at 508 N. Milwaukee and a brick
two-part commercial block at 116-118 E.
Cook Avenue. The Lake County Bank, the
first bank in the village, was established in
1892, and occupied a brick building at 525
N. Milwaukee Avenue before moving to the
northwest corner of Cook and Milwaukee
Avenues in 1894. 17

A. W. Waldo House, 208 W. Park Avenue
[Libertyville Illustrated]

survey area. The house at 208 W. Park Avenue
was built in 1896 for A. W. Waldo, a native of
Vermont who retired from his business in Chicago
and settled in Libertyville. Dr. John L. Taylor, a
respected local physician who served as Lake
County coroner for over 40 years, built a
handsome Queen Anne residence at 128
Broadway Avenue in 1893. Franklin P. Dymond’s
house at 130 W. Maple Street was built around
1890. Dymond served as president of Lake
County Bank at the turn of the 20th century, and
was a partner in the Lake County Gravel
Company.

The 1890s also saw the construction of many
impressive houses built on newly-subdivided
lots surrounding downtown, including
several that are still standing within the

Dr. John L. Taylor House, 128 Broadway Avenue
[Libertyville Illustrated]

The presence of the railroad continued to
encourage industrial development along the spur east of Milwaukee Avenue. Several buildings
were erected by local speculators in the 1890s to attract manufacturers to the area, and by the end
of the decade there was a proliferation of small industries on Sprague (Cook) and Orchard
(Church) Avenues, including the F. E. Hanley & Company factory, which produced butter and
cheese; Wright & Sons lumber yard; the Chicago Metal Stamping Company, begun by Fred
Bischoff; and several other structures, including an agricultural implements manufacturer, ice
house, and stock yard. 18 In 1898, the Earl Ladder Company moved from Michigan to Libertyville,
17

“American National Bank of Libertyville,” in Banks and Banking Folder at Cook Memorial Library Local History
Room.
18
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, Map of Libertyville, Illinois, 1897; Libertyville, Illustrated, p. 42.
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occupying a three-story brick building on
the north side of what is now Church Street
east of the downtown core. The building
later housed the Foulds Macaroni
Company. 19
Through this late-19th-century boom, the
village of Libertyville also established new
structures and spaces that supported the
civic and social lives of its residents. In
1893, a section of C. Frank Wright’s new
residential subdivision east of Milwaukee
Avenue and north of Park Avenue was set
aside for a park. The park, named Central
Park, provided a much-needed public open
Earl Ladder Company
[Libertyville Illustrated ]
space for the community. Libertyville’s
first town hall was built on the east side of Milwaukee Avenue north of Lake Avenue in 1894.
The imposing brick building was designed by
Chicago architect William Boyington, who also
designed Ansel Cook’s mansion in 1878. The
Lake County Independent reported in May of
1894 that “the ceiling, tower, cornices, hip
moulds, and cresting are to be of imported
German sheet steel which will be furnished,
stamped and put on by our home factory Fred F.
Bischoff & Co.” 20 More practical improvements
also came to Libertyville in the final decades of
the 19th century, including the installation of
wooden sidewalks and street lamps along
Milwaukee Avenue and the opening of the
village’s first electric light plant in 1896. 21

Town Hall, 715 N. Milwaukee Avenue
[Libertyville Illustrated]

Fire of 1895
In August of 1895, a devastating fire swept
through Libertyville’s business district,
destroying 27 buildings between Sprague (now
Cook) Avenue and School Street on the east side

19

“Earl Ladder Co.” Undated pamphlet in collection of the Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society and Cook
Memorial Public Library. Accessed through the Illinois Digital Archives website
(http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/cookmemo11/id/6354/rec/6)
20
“Our New Town House,” Lake County Independent, May 25, 1894 p. 5.
21
Libertyville Illustrated, p. 29.
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of Milwaukee Avenue. With no fire department and only private wells in the village, there was
little that its citizens could do to stop the fire. As a last ditch effort to halt the spread of the flames,
the Grove Hotel was dynamited, although by that point the fire had begun to die out. The Lake
County Independent stated in an article on the catastrophe the following day that the fire had been
almost inevitable:
Time and time again have the people been warned that the worst would come, but
resting in a false security no provision was made for time of need, and almost the
entire business section of the city fell as easy prey to the fire’s rapacity. Had it not
been for the recent heavy rains and the absence of a strong wind, Libertyville today
would be hardly more than a remembrance—a mass of blackened, smoking
embers. 22

Two days after the fire, the village
board passed an ordinance requiring
that any new building constructed in the
downtown be of brick. Sanborn Fire
Insurance Company maps show that the
fire limits stretched from just north of
Broadway to Lake Street on either side
of Milwaukee Avenue. Rebuilding
occurred quickly—the 1897 Sanborn
map shows several new buildings
already occupying the burned district
along the east side of Milwaukee.
Among these new buildings were the
Aftermath of the 1895 fire
Schanck Building and the Triggs &
[Libertyville Mundelein Historical Society]
Taylor Building, both of which are still
standing within the survey area. Triggs & Taylor was an early grocery store in Libertyville,
opened by John Eli Triggs and C. W. Taylor in 1892. Initially, the company occupied a frame
building on the east side of Milwaukee Avenue. After the building was destroyed by fire, Triggs
and Taylor immediately began to rebuild, erecting a handsome brick commercial block with
Queen-Anne metal bays and cornice. 23 George Schanck, who had established his hardware
business at the northeast corner of Milwaukee and Cook Avenues over twenty years earlier, also
rebuilt his business soon after the fire, erecting a two-story brick commercial block that, though
altered, still stands today. 24

22

“All is Ruin,” Lake County Independent, August 31, 1895, p. 1
“John Eli Triggs, 85, Old Resident, Dies,” Lake County Independent, December 30, 1943 p. 1.
24
Then & Now: Libertyville, p. 47.
23
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LIBERTYVILLE IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY
While the population and
building boom of the late
19th
century
in
Libertyville established
the
village
as
a
commercial
and
industrial center within a
rural farming community,
the early decades of the
20th century witnessed its
evolution into a suburban
hub for many of the
country estates owned by
prominent
Chicagoans
that
proliferated
throughout Lake County
during this period. This
Depot for the Chicago & Milwaukee Electric Railroad
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
movement began with the
construction
of
the
Madison spur of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway opened at the north end of the
village in 1900. The spur allowed for regular
commuter service to the village for the first
time, encouraging city dwellers to settle in
and around town. 25 Access was further
improved when the Chicago & Milwaukee
Electric Railroad built a spur from Lake
Bluff to Libertyville in 1903. The electric
line ran at the southern end of the village,
crossing east to west south of Park Avenue.
Other improvements to the village’s
infrastructure also occurred during the first
decade of the 20th century, including the
creation of a local franchise of the North
113 First Street, typical of early 20th-century residential
Shore Gas Company in 1904, and the
construction [Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
establishment of water and sewer systems
around the same time. 26
25

26

C. E. Carroll, “The Booms.”
Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835, p. 24
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Residential Development: 1900-1920
In the first ten years of the 20th century, the population of Libertyville doubled, from 846 residents
to 1,724. Residential building within the Downtown survey area reflects this spike—between
1900 and 1910, over forty houses were erected, many along Frist Street, Maple Avenue, Park
Avenue, and Stewart Avenue. Although the rate of growth slowed between 1910 and 1919—the
village population increased by 402 residents—building remained relatively robust, with an
additional 21 homes built during that decade.
Commercial Development: 1900-1920
Commercial development within the Village of Libertyville also expanded rapidly in the first 20
years of the century. From 1900 to 1910 eleven buildings were constructed within the central
business district—nine along Milwaukee Avenue and two on Cook Avenue. An additional three
buildings were erected between 1910 and 1920.
The most important commercial
building erected during the first
decade of the century was the Proctor
Block. The building was financed by
brothers Robert, Charles, and Richard
Proctor and their cousin Elisha, and
designed by Chicago architect
William Krieg. The two-story brick
building
housed
commercial
storefronts on the first story, while
much of the second floor was taken up
by rooms for the Castle Hotel, the
largest of three operating hotels in
Libertyville at the time. When it was
Proctor Block and First National Bank Building
completed in 1903, the block was
[photo courtesy of Jim Moran]
lauded as “Libertyville’s first
metropolitan building, the pride of all citizens. . . Towns five times the size of Libertyville cannot
boast of buildings similar to the Proctor Block – and it can be said that such a building as the
Proctor Block is just the kind of building Libertyville requires. . .” 27
North of the Proctor Block, the First National Bank Building replaced the Methodist Church
Building at the southeast corner of Milwaukee Avenue and School Street in 1913. The bank had
been organized in 1903, and was purchased by the Gridley family in 1906. 28 In 1912, the
27

National Register of Historic Places, Proctor Building, Libertyville, Lake County, Illinois,
National Register #98000064, Section 8, p. 13.
28
“Historical Timeline of Early Libertyville Banks,” included in Banks folder at Cook Memorial Public Library
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Methodist Church began construction on a new brick church building on Brainerd Avenue to
accommodate its growing congregation. John L. Taylor purchased the property and transferred it
to the Gridley family who tore the frame church down and built a new, three-story brick building
on the lot. The bank remained on the first floor of the building until it merged with Lake County
National Bank in 1932. 29
Other substantial commercial buildings constructed during this period include the two-story brick
block with Queen Anne bays at 533-541 N. Milwaukee Avenue (built c. 1900), and the two-story
brick block at 602-610 (built c. 1905).
Although no longer standing, Libertyville’s first auto garage opened near the northwest corner of
Milwaukee Avenue and Lake Avenue around 1912, indicating that the age of the automobile had
come to the village. Sanborn maps show the two-story garage building, and an advertisement for
Libertyville Garage appears in the 1913 telephone directory for Lake County that includes
Libertyville. 30 In 1914, John Bernard opened a Chevrolet dealership in the building. 31
Industrial Development: 19001920
The first decades of the 20th
century also saw the arrival of
more
substantial
industrial
development within the village.
Among the largest companies to
open in Libertyville in this period
was the American Wire Fence
Company. The company opened
in the village in 1905, and by
1912 employed over 60 people.
The company ceased operations
in the late 1930s. 32
The W. C. Holt Manufacturing
Foulds Macaroni Company
Company, founded in Chicago,
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
moved to a new factory on Fifth
Avenue east of downtown Libertyville in 1901. The company manufactured tanning pelts used
for wood dusters, carriage robes, rugs, and boas. The company remained in business for a
Local History Room.
Ibid.
30
Telephone Directory: January 1913 (Chicago: Reuben H. Donnelley Corporation, 1913).
31
Moran, p. 59.
32
“American Wire Fence Company,” part of “Made in Libertyville,” online exhibit at the Libertyville-Mundelein
Historical Society website (http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/330/Exhibit/3).
29
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relatively short period, ceasing operation sometime between 1908 and 1912. 33
Of the factories operating just after the turn of the century, only one was located in the Downtown
survey area—the Foulds Macaroni Company. Founded in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1898, the company
moved to Libertyville in 1905,
occupying the factory building that
previously housed the Earl Ladder
Company on East Church Street. The
business, now closed, operated in the
building for over 100 years, and was a
major employer in the village for
decades. The company was also
known for its involvement in the
community, inviting all its residents to
summer picnics and Christmas
parties.” 34
West of Milwaukee Avenue, and just
northwest of the Downtown survey
area, was Yore Brothers Milk &
Cream Bottling Company. Founded in
1905, Yore Brothers processed and
shipped milk from over forty
surrounding dairy farms, bottling
around 1500 gallons of milk per day.
The plant closed in the mid-1920s, and
the building burned in 1931. 35

Map in 1928 Chicago Daily Tribune showing location of estates in
Lake County [Chicago Daily Tribune March 4, 1928]

Samuel Insull and the Rise of the
Country Estate
With improved transportation into
Chicago, many of the city’s wealthy
businessmen began to purchase farms
throughout Lake County for use as
country estates in the early 20th
century, including the rural parcels

33

“W. C. Holt Manufacturing Company,” part of “Made in Libertyville,” online exhibit at the LibertyvilleMundelein Historical Society website (http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/330/Exhibit/12).
34
“Foulds Macaroni Company,” part of Made in Libertyville,” online exhibit at the Libertyville-Mundelein Historical
Society website (http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/330/Exhibit/7).
35
“Yore Brothers Bottled Milk & Cream,” part of “Made in Libertyville,” online exhibit at the LibertyvilleMundelein Historical Society website (http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/330/Exhibit/13).
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surrounding the Village of Libertyville. In his 1912 History of Lake County Illinois, C.
Chamberlain Tracey wrote of the phenomenon as “the substitution for the suburban home of
wealth of the wealth of the country estate of the great entrepreneur, who was ready to apply even
to his rest and recreation place the methods of business.” 36 Well-known Chicago luminaries like
J. Ogden Armour,J. H. Hiland, J. Medill Patterson, John R. Thompson, David Adler, and Ernest
Hecht all established estates near the village. 37
Of this new class of ‘landed gentry,’ none had a greater impact on the development of the Village
of Libertyville than Samuel Insull. The public utilities magnate and former partner of Thomas
Edison purchased the 160-acre Barr farm south of the village limits in 1906, and moved with his
family into the existing farm house on the property the next year. Over the next 20 years, Insull
extended his holdings around the original farm, ultimately acquiring 6,000 acres. In 1914, Insull
commissioned architect Benjamin Marshall to design a Renaissance-Revival mansion to replace
the original farm house. 38
Initially, Insull intended to supply his estate with electricity by extending a transmission line to
Libertyville’s electric plant. But, after observing the scattered and limited electrical service
available to much of Lake County, Insull concocted an audacious plan to connect all the towns
and farms in the area under a single electrical network. He purchased the existing ten part-time
electrical plants (including the one in Libertyville) and “set out to build a transmission-line
network to connect twenty of the twenty-two towns and about 125 of the farms in the area. 39 The
system was a complete
success, and provided
the
blueprint
for
systemized
rural
electrification for the
entire country.
After the success of the
Lake County venture,
Insull extended his reach
into the suburban and
rural areas all around
Chicago—in 1911, he
merged a number of
different
electric
companies from this area
Public Service Company Building
36

[photo courtesy of Jim Moran]
History of Lake County, Illinois, p. 198.
37
Business Philosopher, Volume 3, Part 2, p. 436-7.
38
Forrest McDonald, Insull, the Rise and Fall of a Billionaire Utility Tycoon (Beard Books, 2004), p. 151.
39
Ibid, p. 154.
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into a new corporation, the Public Service Company of Northern Illinois. 40
Insull’s investments in the village went far beyond just the establishment of full-time electrical
service. In 1916, he purchased the Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee Electric Railroad line,
which ran between his property and the village. In 1928, he donated land and money for the
construction of the Elizabeth Condell Hospital. Insull also owned and operated the Libertyville
Trust and Savings Bank in town. 41
Within the Downtown survey area, Insull’s legacy is most clearly represented by the Public
Service Company Building at 340-354 N. Milwaukee Avenue. Built in 1928 at a cost of over
$250,000, the building housed the utility company’s headquarters, as well as the Libertyville Trust
& Savings Bank. Additional retail spaces occupied the ground floor of the building, and the
second floor contained office space, as well as seven kitchenette apartments. According to an
article in the November 17, 1928 edition of the Lake County Register, the Public Service
Company’s space showcased “the very latest improvements for display of merchandise and
convenience to patrons. . . . A feature of the store equipment will be a miniature model all electric
kitchen where the housewife can see the various electrical appliances in actual use.” 42
Libertyville in the 1920s
The decade of the 1920s was a time of explosive growth in urban and suburban centers across the
country. Libertyville also saw its share of commercial and residential development during this
decade, although at a less impressive rate than that seen in the first 20 years of the century. From
1920 to 1930, the population of the village increased from 2,126 residents to 2,791. Farm land
around the perimeter of the village center was opened
for development, and numerous subdivisions were
platted during this time, including Libertyville
Highland, Copeland Manor North, Copeland Manor
South, and Thornbury Village. Increased traffic on the
North Shore Electric Line led the construction of an
additional line through the village in 1926. Many streets
were paved throughout the village for the first time, and
parking lines were drawn downtown.
Within the Downtown survey area, nine commercial
Dall Block
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]

40

Ibid, p. 159.
National Register Nomination, Public Service Building, Libertyville, Lake County, Illinois, National Register
#83003581.
42
Lake County Register, November 17, 1928, p. 2
41
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Lake County National Bank (left foreground)
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]

buildings were constructed during the
decade. Samuel Insull’s Public Service
Building graced the south end of the
business district in 1928. In 1925,
Benjamin L. Dall constructed a new
one-story commercial block at the
northwest corner of Milwaukee
Avenue and Lake Street. The new
building, which contained eleven small
storefronts, replaced the Eli P.
Penniman house, which was built
around 1850. South of the Dall
Building, on the west side of
Milwaukee Street, the First Lake
County National Bank was completed
in 1923. 43

Among the most important
institutional additions to the
village during this period was the
conversion of the Ansel B. Cook
Mansion and grounds into a public
library and park. Cook had left the
house to his widow Emily
Barrows
Cook,
with
the
understanding that it be deeded to
the Village of Libertyville upon
her death. Emily Barrows died in
1919, and the property passed to
the village in 1920. The following
year, the new library opened in the
Cook Memorial Library (former Ansel B. Cook House)
house. The first library in the
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
village had started by the Alpha
Club in 1909 and housed in the
Decker and Bonds drug store—the library later moved to the Village hall before moving to the
Cook Mansion. 44

43

“Village Life,” from “Libertyville in the Twenties,” an online exhibit at the Cook Memorial Public Library District
website (http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/292/Exhibit/4).
44
Historic Libertyville-Mundelein from 1835, p. 25-6; “Library History,” Cook Memorial Public Library District
website (http://www.cooklib.org/index.php/library-history).
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Residential construction in the survey area continued to build on earlier development in the 1920s.
Many of the houses built during this period were modest Bungalows and Craftsman designs.
Growth slows in the 1930s and early
1940s
As the country slid deeper into the
Great Depression through the 1930s,
residential
and
commercial
development in Libertyville slowed
considerably. Between 1930 and
1940, the population grew by just
139 residents. Within the Downtown
survey area, only three single-family
homes
were
constructed.
Commercial development fared
slightly better, with six new
Liberty Theatre
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
buildings
erected
downtown
between 1930 and 1939. Among the
most significant of these was the Liberty Theater, which opened to great fanfare in Libertyville
in August of 1937. Owner Fred W. Dobe had first polled residents in the village to determine if a
new movie theater was warranted—at the time, the La Villa movie theater was in operation on
the second floor of the First National Bank Building. Designed by Chicago architect E. P. Rupert,
the freestanding theater building boasted a 750-seat capacity, air conditioning, and other modern
amenities. 45 Although extensively altered, the theatre building still stands at the north end of the
central business district.
Other notable buildings from this
period include the Post Office
Building, constructed in 1935
along West Church Street, and the
Libertyville Masonic Temple, a
striking Art Deco design erected at
356 Brainerd Avenue. Although
work on the building had begun in
the 1920s, it was not completed
until the early 1930s.
Masonic Temple
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]

45

The 1930s saw the movement of
national
chain
stores
into
Libertyville’s central business

Then & Now: Libertyville, p. 38.
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district. Some of these chain stores opened within existing buildings along Milwaukee Avenue.
F. W. Woolworth’s, among the most well-known five-and-dime stores in America, opened a
branch in the Proctor building in the early 1930s. The store underwent a renovation and extension
in 1940—with 5,000 square feet of retail space, it became the largest shop in the village. 46 Others
were placed in purpose-built structures. In 1931, a one-story building was erected at 515 N.
Milwaukee Avenue for the Consumer’s Sanitary & Coffee Company, a grocery chain later bought
by Kroger. 47 The Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company, which had already established itself in the
village several years earlier, moved into a new one-story commercial structure at 525-331 N.
Milwaukee Avenue in 1940. Langworthy’s Department Store occupied the south half of the
building, while the A & P was located in the north half. 48

LIBERTYVILLE IN THE POST-WORLD WAR II ERA
Sharply contrasting with the protracted developmental lull of the 1930s and early 1940s, the
decades following the end of World War II were a time of unprecedented growth throughout the
United States, eclipsing even
the boom of the 1920s. This
was especially true in
suburban areas, helped along
by an ever-expanding and
improving system of roads,
including new interstate
highways, and the increased
availability of financing for
single
family
homes.
Libertyville was not immune
to this explosion of growth,
although much of the new
residential, industrial, and
commercial
development
Downtown Libertyville in the late 1940s or early 1950s
occurred outside of the
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
Downtown survey area. The
village population grew from 3,930 residents in 1940 to 5,426 in 1950, and reached 8,560 by
1960—an increase of over 200% in just two decades. Articles in local newspapers from the late
1950s and early 1960s regularly articulated an ever-growing list of speculative housing projects,
some in existing subdivisions, others in new tracts set ever-farther from the village center. An
article in August 1, 1957 edition of the Independent Register reported that over 1,100 new houses
46

Ibid, p. 44.
“Start Work on New Consumer Building Here,” Independent Register, August 20, 1931.
48
“Two Stores Hold Grand Opening Friday,” Independent Register, June 22, 1940, p. 1.
47
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were slated for construction within the next year. A subsequent article in 1963 outlined an
additional 1,000 houses planned for construction that year. 49
Residential development within the Downtown survey area during the post-war period was
relatively limited, given that the area had reached residential maturity some time before. Twelve
single-family home were constructed in the survey area between 1950 and 1959, and a number of
multi-family residential buildings were built in the 1960s. Most of the 1950s houses were simple
Ranch, Minimal Traditional, or Contemporary designs, and are scattered throughout the district.
Industrial expansion also marked the post-war period in Libertyville, with a growing number of
companies were drawn to the area. Several companies—including the Morton Manufacturing
Company, the Onsrud Cutter Manufacturing Company, and the Brown Paper Goods Company—
moved into existing factory buildings within Libertyville’s original industrial district just east of
downtown. 50 Others were located farther from the village center. A brochure on Libertyville
published by the Chamber of Commerce in the early 1960s lists 20 manufacturing firms located
within the village—by the mid-1970s, that number had grown to over 50. 51
Institutional,
educational,
and religious buildings were
also expanded or added
during the post-war period to
keep up with the growing
population of the village. St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church,
whose congregation had
grown to over 1,000 families
by 1960, extended its original
1920s school building on
East Maple Avenue with a
In the mid-late-1960s, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church built a new sanctuary
substantial addition in the
and parish office along Maple Avenue. The 1920s school building, seen in the
mid-1950s. In 1966, the
background, was extended and remodeled in the 1950s.
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
congregation replaced its
1905 church building (which
could only accommodate 300 people) for a sprawling Neo-Expressionist sanctuary building at the
southeast corner of Milwaukee and Maple Avenues. A new church office was added to the
49
“Libertyville Looks to Big Development,” Independent Register, September 26, 1963, p. 6T; “Plan 1,110 New
Homes in Libertyville District,” Independent Register, August 1, 1957, p. 1
50
“Morton Manufacturing Co.” from “Made in Libertyville,” online exhibit at Cook Memorial Public Library District
website ( http://vitacollections.ca/cmpldnewsindex/330/Exhibit/9).
51
Libertyville Chamber of Commerce, The Land of Libertyville: Where the City and the Country Meet (Libertyville:
Libertyville Chamber of Commerce, 1963), p. 12; Libertyville Chamber of Commerce, Libertyville
(Libertyville, Ill: McCoy Associates, 1972, p. 16.
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complex a few years later. 52 The Methodist Church also razed its 1913 building on Brainerd
Avenue in 1967 and built a larger, modern sanctuary and educational building. In 1968, a new
public library building was constructed just east of the Cook Mansion, which was later turned
over to the Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society. Condell Memorial Hospital, located
outside of the survey area, was also
expanded, with the Noble Wing built in 1952,
and the Hough Maternity Wing completed in
1954. 53
Thirteen new commercial buildings were
built within the Downtown area in the 1950s,
including Petranek’s Pharmacy, which
rebuilt at its original location (426 N.
Milwaukee Avenue) after a fire in 1954. An
additional eight were built in the 1960s—
among the more striking designs from this
period was Joseph’s Flower Shop, a NeoExpressionist design erected at 200 E.
Church Street in 1962.

Petranek’s Pharmacy
[Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]

The Fall and Rise of Libertyville’s Downtown
As early as the late 1950s, concern was expressed among Libertyville’s leaders about the longterm viability of the village’s central business district, as shopping centers located in less denselypopulated areas around small towns throughout the state began to drain revenue away from
historic downtowns. Efforts were made in the late 1950s and 1960s by the village to make the
downtown more inviting to shoppers—
Milwaukee Avenue was widened in 1960, and
land was purchased within the district for
parking lots. New sidewalks and lighting were
installed. Also during this period, many
business owners began to modernize the
storefronts and facades of older buildings—
many historic facades were obscured with
aluminum slip covers in order to make them
more fashionable and appealing to potential
shoppers. Despite these changes, Libertyville’s
historic downtown continued to lose ground to
new shopping centers, with their modern
Modernized façade of the Lake County National Bank
décor, spacious layouts, and ample parking. A
Building [Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society]
52
53

Then & Now: Libertyville, p. 32.
Then & Now: Libertyville, p. 92)
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sprawling new strip mall built the northeast corner of Milwaukee and Park Avenues in the 1950s,
signaled the beginning of a spate of new commercial development south of Libertyville in the
following two decades, including Hawthorn Mall and New Century Town. 54
By the early 1980s, the situation had only grown direr. In a two-part report on the future of
Downtown Libertyville published in the Libertyville Review in April of 1983, Don McCammon
stated baldly the difficulty in competing with new shopping centers outside of the village center:
Less than five minutes south of downtown is Cambridge Plaza. . .Another two minutes
further south is Libertyville’s newest shopping mall, Red Top Plaza. . . Ten minutes south
of downtown, Libertyville shoppers need to park only once to visit the 100-plus stores,
including three major department stores, in Hawthorn Center. Hawthorn offers indoor
shopping, specialty shops, and several restaurants. 55

The establishment of Libertyville’s Main Street
program in the late 1980s signaled the beginning
of the downtown’s renaissance. Through the
unflagging efforts of residents, government
officials, and business leaders, by the late 1990s
Libertyville’s historic downtown core was once
again the thriving center of the community. The
revitalization of downtown has led to renewed
interest in residential properties close to the
village center, with mixed consequences for its
historic homes. Although new residential
construction within the Downtown survey area
remained low in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, the
Hawthorn Mall
number of new homes built in the area increased
[Chicago Tribune]
dramatically in the 2000s and 2010s. The
majority of these residences were constructed as part of the School Street development, completed
in 2015. Other houses built in the survey area during this period were scattered, and lots
previously occupied by older homes.

54
55

Byrne, John B. Cuneo Museum and Gardens (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2009), p. 9.
Don McCammon, “Downtown Libertyville,” Libertyville Review, April 7, 1983, p. 18-19.
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ARCHITECTURE OF THE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA
Libertyville’s Downtown survey area exhibits a mix of some of the most common late 19th– and
20th-century commercial and residential architectural styles and types. Commercial buildings
range from One- and Two-Part Commercial Blocks to freestanding commercial buildings and
strip malls. Residential structures feature examples of both high styles and popular residential
types, ranging from the Queen Anne and Italianate styles popular in the late 19th century to
recently-completed New-Traditional houses.

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE IN THE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA
Although centered around its central business district, the majority of resources within the
Libertyville Downtown survey area are in fact residential. The survey area contains 346 principal
structures, of which 202 were built as single-family residences. The single-family residential
structures that have been surveyed can be placed into the following groups: high-style
architecture, 19th-century vernacular types, and 20th-century popular house types.
High-style architecture includes buildings that are architect-designed or, if no professional
architect was involved, display a conscious attempt to incorporate common architectural
characteristics in fashion during the time they were built. These categories are based on the
distinctive overall massing, floor plan, materials, and architectural detailing that can be identified
in a building.
Some architectural high styles are based on historic precedents. These may include buildings from
the 19th century that were loosely based on styles from the past, such as Italianate, Greek Revival,
and Queen Anne. It also includes the more literal historic revival styles that prevailed during the
1910s and 1920s, such as Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and others. Finally, it includes homes
built during the last 40 years, from the 1970s through the present, which are either conscious
interpretations of historic styles or inspired from historic styles. More literal interpretations in
historically appropriate scale are referred to as New Traditional; those examples that are
oversized, contain vague references to historic styles, or reference a broad mix of historic styles,
are called Millennium Mansions.
Some high-style buildings erected during the 20th century represent architectural styles that that
generally make no reference to prior historic styles. Rather, they look to practical massing based
on the function of the building, use of modern materials, and little, if any, ornament. The earliest
of these is the Prairie style that Frank Lloyd Wright initiated in the early 1900s. Others date from
the modern period, generally after 1930, and include Art Deco, International Style, and
Contemporary styles.

27

Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
_____________________________________________________________________________

Approximately 24% (50) of the single-family residences in the Downtown survey area are historic
high-style buildings from the late 19th to mid-20th-century. The Queen Anne style is the most
represented high style, with 17 examples. The Free-Classic variant of the Queen Anne style is
also represented in the survey area with two examples. The Italianate style, which often preceded
the Queen Anne in most residential communities in the Midwest is also well-represented, with 8
examples in the survey area. Of those styles not based on historic precedent, the Craftsman and
related Craftsman Bungalow are most popular, with 10 combined examples. Other historic 20thcentury high styles in the survey area include Dutch Colonial Revival (5); Tudor Revival (4);
Cape Cod (1); Neo-Colonial (1); and Contemporary (1).
Vernacular and popular house types are generally non-stylistic and include 19th-century vernacular
house types whose design depends on a builder’s experience and knowledge, as well as later 20thcentury popular house types that were typically constructed according to widely available
published plans. In this survey, those buildings not defined as high style are considered either
vernacular or popular in type. Nineteenth-century vernacular buildings were usually built by an
owner or builder who relied on simple, practical techniques and locally available materials for
overall design and floor layout. Availability and locale determined the types of structural systems,
materials, and millwork found in vernacular buildings. Because of this, vernacular buildings are
most easily classified by their general shape, roof style, or floor plan. Occasionally, ornament
characteristic of a high style such as Italianate or Queen Anne is applied to the facade.
In the Downtown survey area, 34% (68) of the single-family residences can be classified as 19th
century vernacular types. Of these 68, over half (39) are Gable Front houses, characterized by a
front gable roofline and rectangular massing. The Gable Front is also the single most prevalent
residential type or style within the survey area. Other 19th century vernacular types within the
survey area include Side Gable (7); Gable Front Cottage (7); Gabled Ell (6); L-Form (4); Cross
Form (3); Folk Victorian (1) and pyramidal cottage (1).
Beginning in the early 20th century, plans for popular house types were widely published and made
available in books and catalogues. The earliest of these 20th-century popular house types was the
American Foursquare, which some architectural historians suggest was influenced by the
horizontality of the Prairie Style. The American Foursquare, with broad eaves and a hipped roof,
was particularly popular between 1900 and 1920. Bungalows of various sorts were another type
built throughout the country until 1930. After 1930, during the modern period, popular house
types included the Ranch and Minimal Traditional. The Split Level began to be built in the early
1950s, and continued through the 1970s and early 1980s.
Approximately 17% (34) of the single- family residences within the Downtown survey area are
20th-century popular types. Of these, 32 are historic (built before 1966). The bungalow is the most
prevalent 20th-century popular type in the survey area with 12 examples. Also well-represented
are the American Foursquare, with eight examples, and Minimal Traditional, with six examples.
Other examples include Ranch (5); Four-Over-Four (1); Split-Level (1); and Bi-Level (1).
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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The following sections describe the high-style architecture from the 19th and 20th centuries, 19thcentury vernacular house types, and 20th-century popular house types. The examples of these
styles and types chosen for illustration are, in most cases, those determined to be eligible or
potentially eligible for local landmark designation. In some cases, it was not possible to illustrate
all the landmark-eligible buildings in a particular style. In general, those architectural styles or
types with only a handful of examples, none of which are architecturally significant, have not
been illustrated. In a few other cases, a building with less architectural integrity was illustrated
because it is the best example of a particular style or type that is well-represented in the survey
area.
MID- TO LATE-19TH CENTURY HIGH STYLE ARCHITECTURE
Although the Downtown historic district does contain fair number of 19th century high style
homes, only three architectural styles are represented—the Italianate style, and the Queen Anne
and related Queen Anne-Free Classic styles. Both the Italianate and Queen Anne styles were very
popular throughout the Midwest in the mid-to-late 19th century.
ITALIANATE
The Italianate style was popular in the Midwest from 1860 to 1885, when designers were
interpreting architectural precedents in a romantic rather than a literal way. The style was loosely
based on the Italian country villa and grew as a reaction to the formal classical ideals that had
dominated art and architecture for 150 years. Italianate houses are generally a full two stories
topped by low pitched hipped roofs. They have deep overhanging eaves supported by ornamental
brackets frequently found in pairs. Tall narrow windows topped by shallow-arched, decorative
stone lintels, often with incised floral medallions, are typical. Porches are supported by slender
ornamental turned or square posts. One principal urban sub-type found in large cities is a frame
or brick style with a front-facing gable roof with Italianate details such as paired brackets under
the eaves and stone window hoods, on frame
houses, slightly pedimented wood window
hoods.
In the Downtown survey area, there are eight
examples of the Italianate style, of which two
have been determined eligible for local
landmark designation and one has been
determined potentially eligible.

307 Brainerd Avenue
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The house at 307 Brainerd Avenue, built c.
1870, is a typical example of the Italianate
homes built throughout the Midwest during
the mid-to-late 19th century. The house
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features the low-pitched hipped roof,
bracketed cornice, and ornamented
window hoods that are characteristic of the
style.

518 First Street (c. 1875-80)

Another archetypal example of the style is
located at 518 N. First Street. The wood
window surrounds on the house, built c.
1875-80, illustrated the use of classical
motifs in Italianate designs. Research
indicates that the house was moved from
140 E. Cook Street to its current location in
1953. 56 Because of alterations to the front
and side porches, this house has been
determined potentially eligible for local

landmark designation.
QUEEN ANNE AND QUEEN ANNE – FREE CLASSIC
The Queen Anne style is one of several styles popular in America from about 1880 to 1910. It
was championed by Richard Norman Shaw and other 19th–century English architects and has roots
in styles prevalent during the
Elizabethan and Jacobean eras in
England.
Queen
Anne
architecture is characterized by
asymmetry and irregularity in its
overall shape, facade, and roof.
Queen Anne houses often exhibit
gables, dormers, towers, and
wings, as well as partial, fullwidth, or wraparound porches. A
variety of materials and patterns
are used to break up the surface of
the walls of Queen Anne houses,
creating further visual interest.
Early examples of the style
feature turned porch columns and
John D. Taylor House
128 Broadway Avenue
balustrades and spindle work
along the roofline and porch roof,
while those after 1893 (reflecting the influence of the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago)

56

“House Moving 1953,” Local History File – House Moving, Cook Memorial Public Library.
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often have classical columns and simpler square balusters. These later examples are called FreeClassic Queen Anne- style houses.
There are 17 examples of the Queen Anne style in the survey area, dating from the late 1870s to
1910. Of these, two have been determined eligible for local landmark listing, and two have been
determined potentially eligible.
The house at 128 Broadway
Avenue, built in 1893 for local
physician and Lake County
coroner Dr. John D. Taylor, is a
fine, restrained example of the
Queen Anne style. The house’s
distinguishing feature is its threesided bay at the west end of the
front façade, featuring a steeply
pitched hipped roof that connects
with the main roof. The original
classical window lintels and porch
structure are intact, and several
windows
feature
multi-light,
Queen-Anne-style upper sash.

A. W. Waldo
208 W. Park Avenue

Another fine late 19th-century example of the Queen Anne style in the survey area is the A. W.
Waldo House at 208 W. Park Avenue. Completed in 1896, the house features an oversized
through-the-cornice front dormer with prominent overhang marked by scrolled brackets. A broad
polygonal bay with pointed roof marks the east façade. Although the house has been altered over
the years, it is potentially eligible for
local landmark designation.

205 W. Maple Avenue
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The house at 205 W. Maple Avenue,
which dates from the first decade of
the 20th century, is an excellent
representation of the blurring of the
Queen Anne style with other
contemporary styles, including
Colonial Revival and Shingle Style.
The variety of exterior wall materials
and multi-pane upper sash on the
windows are characteristic of Queen
Anne designs, while the rectangular
massing, full-width front porch, and
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large Palladian window with blind arch on the
west façade are indicative of Colonial
Revivals of the same period. This substantial
and well-preserved design is also eligible for
local landmark designation.
A late example of the Queen Anne style is the
Henry Kern House at 328 Wright Court. Built
in 1910, the house exhibits the typical
massing and roofline associated with the
Queen Anne style, with a polygonal corner
tower and hipped main roof intersected by a
large front gable. The stucco cladding and
Henry Kern House
simple porch supports, however, are more
328 Wright Court
indicative of the Craftsman or Prairie styles,
which were beginning to outstrip the picturesque styles of the late 19th century. The house is
eligible for local landmark designation.
In addition to those Queen Anne houses
considered eligible for landmark designation, one
house—the Ansel B. Cook House at 413 N.
Milwaukee Avenue—is both a designated local
landmark and listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Built in 1878, the house was
remodeled in 1921, making the current design an
unusual blending of Queen Anne and NeoClassical styles.
Ansel B. Cook House
413 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Of the two examples of the Free Classic variant
of the Queen Anne style present within the
survey area, one—303 Broadway Avenue—was
determined eligible for local landmark
designation. The house is a simple but wellpreserved Queen Anne – Free Classic design,
with prominent front gable with pent enclosure,
full-front porch supported by classical columns,
and three-sided, full-height west bay.
303 Broadway Avenue
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19TH-CENTURY VERNACULAR HOUSE TYPES
Of the 202 single-family residences within the Downtown survey area, 68 have been identified
as 19th-century vernacular house types. By far the most prevalent is the Gable Front—with 38
examples, this type is the best-represented of any residential style or type in the survey area. There
are also seven examples of the related Gable Front Cottage type, which features the same roofline
and massing as the Gable Front type, but is a one-story structure instead of two-story. Other 19thcentury vernacular types are also represented in the survey area, but in fewer numbers—these
types include the Side Gable (7); Gabled Ell (6); L-Form (4); Cross Form (3); and Pyramidal
Cottage (1).
Because 19th-century vernacular types are generally simple in plan and were originally built with
little stylistic ornamentation, they are frequently underappreciated. Changes over the years tend
to obscure their original character. Determining significance in a vernacular structure is usually
based on integrity, that is, the presence of its original, historic configuration and materials, with
few alterations.
GABLE FRONT AND GABLE FRONT
COTTAGE
The Gable Front vernacular type dates
from the 19th through the early 20thcentury.
Both of the two examples of 19th-century
vernacular houses within the survey area
have been classified as Gable Front. A
Gable Front house or cottage is
characterized by its roof type. The roof
has two sloped sides that meet at a center
ridge. The triangular ends of the walls on
the other two sides are called gables. In a
323 W. Maple Avenue
Gable Front the gable end faces the street
and is the front of the house. It is often a working-class house, usually frame, with a rectangular
plan, minimal projections on the front facade, and the front entry on the open end of the gable.
Often the porch extends the full width of the front of the house. Sometimes Gable Front houses
display trim details in the architectural styles that were in favor at the time.
Of the 38 Gable Front houses in the survey area, two—323 Maple Avenue and 321 First Street—
have been determined eligible for local landmark designation.
The house at 323 W. Maple House, built in 1900, features the simple rectangular plan, frontfacing gable roof, and full-width front porch that are indicative of the type. Like many Gable
Front designs, the house features Colonial Revival detailing, with cornice returns, multi-light,
double-hung windows, and classical porch columns.
33
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The Gable Front house at 321 First Street,
built c. 1920, exhibits elements of the
Craftsman style, with wood shingle
cladding, overhanging eaves on the front
gable roof, and 3/1 double hung wood
windows.
GABLED ELL
The Gabled Ell is a vernacular type
commonly built between 1870 and 1920.
Floor plans were either L-shaped, or Tshaped, with the projecting stem toward
321 First Street
the street. Typically, there is an entrance
with a small porch tucked into the interior corner of the ell. As with other 19th-century vernacular
types, Gabled Ell buildings can often display trim detailing from contemporary architectural
styles such as Queen Anne or Italianate.
Within the Downtown survey area, there are six examples of the Gabled Ell vernacular type, one
of which one—201 N. Stewart
Avenue—is eligible for local landmark
designation.
The handsome Gabled Ell at 201 N.
Stewart Avenue, built c. 1900-1905,
features a clipped gable front bay with
intersecting south side ell. The
wraparound front porch is supported by
slender Ionic columns. The house retains
a high degree of historic integrity, with
original windows, door, cladding, and
porch elements.
201 N. Stewart Avenue
L-FORM, T-FORM & CROSS-FORM
More common in northeastern Illinois,
particularly in suburban communities that had their start as farming villages, are L- or T-Form
and Upright and Wing houses. L-Form houses have an L-plan as one single integrated whole.
They are 2 ½ stories tall and have gable roofs that intersect at a right angle, with their roof ridges
at the same height. T-Form houses are based on a plan shaped like a T with both wings visible
from the front. Cross-Form houses feature a cross-shaped plan, with a tall rear wing in addition
to the front bay and side wings. The Upright and Wing house type has two separate house sections,
a gable front section of 2 to 2 ½ stories, with a 1-story wing section. The principal entry is often
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under a porch through a front nestled in the corner of the 1-story wing. Both these vernacular
house types are often synonymous in the Midwesterner lexicon as “Farmhouses.”
Within the Downtown survey area, there are
four examples of the L-Form vernacular
type, none of which has been determined
eligible for landmark designation. All four
have been rated contributing to the historic
character of a potential historic district.
There are three examples of the Cross-Form
type, of which one—315 W. Maple
Avenue—is eligible for local landmark
designation.
The house at 315 W. Maple Avenue is a fine
example of the Cross Form type. Built in the
early 1880s, the house exhibits classical
detailing. The porch, although not original,
is historic, and appears to date from the early 20th century.

315 W. Maple Avenue

FOLK VICTORIAN
The popularity of the Italianate and Queen Anne styles bled over into vernacular architecture in
the late 19th century, resulting in a hybrid called the Folk Victorian or Gingerbread Folk style.
This style, which lasted from about 1870 to 1910, generally featured Queen Anne-style spindle
work or bargeboards, as well as details from the Italianate style like bracketed cornices. Most
examples of the style are differentiated from the Queen Anne style in their relatively simple
massing and roofline, which also shows the influence of the Italianate style. Some Folk Victorian
homes were simply older farm houses
that had been updated with
gingerbread ornament; others were
early examples of mail-order kits that
were shipped to the building site by
rail.
Built in 1898, the house at 329 W. Park
Avenue is the sole example of a Folk
Victorian home in the survey area. The
massing
and
roofline
are
straightforward. The Queen Anne
influence can be seen in the spindle
work at the front porch, while the
bracketed cornice is a characteristic

329 W. Park Avenue
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feature of the Italianate style. The house is very well preserved, and has been determined eligible
for local landmark designation.

HISTORIC 20TH-CENTURY HIGH STYLES
The Downton survey area contains 22 historic 20th-century high-style buildings dating from the
early 1900s to 1966. These houses represent approximately 11% of the single-family housing
stock. Most of the 20th-century high style homes in the survey area are split between styles not
based on historic precedent and historic revival styles. Craftsman and Craftsman Bungalow
houses account for 10 combined examples. Historic revival styles in the survey area are
represented by Dutch Colonial Revival (5 examples), Cape Cod (1 example) and Neo-Colonial
(1 example). Non-historic high styles include the New-Traditional homes representing various
historic styles, with 51 examples. Most of these non-historic examples are part of the recent
residential development along School Street.
EARLY 20TH-CENTURY HIGH STYLES BREAK WITH HISTORIC PRECEDENT
As in many cities and towns across the county, development in Libertyville in the first decades
of the 20th century followed design trends that broke with historic precedent. The Craftsman style
and related Prairie style (not represented in the survey area) were remarkable departures from the
picturesque styles of the late 19th century. In these styles, the pure expression of materials, without
unnecessary ornamentation, was the dominant design features.
Craftsman and Craftsman Bungalow
The Craftsman and related Craftsman Bungalow styles are the two styles represented in the survey
area that represent this early-20th century break with historic precedents in architecture. Often
exhibiting low-pitched roofs with deep overhanging eaves, Craftsman homes have exposed rafter
ends, decorative brackets or knee braces
under shallow gable roofs, dormers, and a
deep front porch. Windows are frequently
double-hung sash with three panes in the
upper sash and one in the lower. Although
they were built into the 1920s, Craftsman
style houses were particularly popular
between 1901 and 1916, when the architect
and furniture maker Gustav Stickley
published his influential magazine, The
Craftsman.
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Parsonage
230 N. Park Place
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local landmark designation.
Among the best examples of the style in the survey area is the former St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church Parsonage at 230 N. Park Place. Completed in 1924, the house combines
elements of the Craftsman style with some characteristic features of the Prairie style, which was
also popular in the early 20th century. The brick exterior and 4/1 double-hung windows are
indicative of Craftsman-style houses of the period, while the low-pitched roof, grouped
rectangular massing, and relative lack of
exterior ornament point to the Prairie
style. The overhanging eaves and hipped
roof porch (now enclosed) are featured
commonly seen on both styles.
The house at 209 Newberry Avenue, built
in 1925, is well-preserved frame example
of the style. The overall massing is very
simple, and the side gable roof features
deeply overhanging eaves and rakes. A
large gable-roof, through-the-cornice
dormer pierces the front façade. The
209 Newberry Avenue
gable-roof front entry porch features
overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails, a characteristic element of many Craftsman homes.
The house retains its historic double-hung wood windows and wood shingle cladding.
Craftsman Bungalows, which combine Craftsman style detailing with the popular Bungalow type,
were inspired by the work of California architects Greene and Greene. Widely published in
architectural journals and popular home magazines of the day, and with plans often included, the
Craftsman Bungalow became one of the country’s most popular house styles during the teens and
twenties. The 1 ½ -story style usually
includes broad and deep front porches,
sometimes inset into the same low-pitched
roof as the house itself, and often with
dormers. Exterior materials can be brick
with cut stone trim, or frame and they may
display exposed rafter ends and decorative
brackets or knee braces. There are typically
built-in Arts and Crafts features on the
interior such as fireplaces, hutches, and
bookcases. Unlike the Italianate, Victorian
Gothic Revival, and Queen Anne structures
that preceded them, these homes were
228 Newberry Avenue
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designed for households without servants and had simple detailing.
There are eight Craftsman Bungalows in the Downtown survey area—two have been determined
eligible for local landmark designation, and two have been determined potentially eligible.
The house at 228 Newberry Avenue, built c.
1920, is a fine, intact example of a Craftsman
Bungalow. Although larger than many
standard bungalows built in the early decades
of the 20th century, this home exhibits many of
the hallmark elements of the style, including a
broad side gable roof with overhanging eaves;
generous inset front porch with simple square
supports and solid knee walls; and 3/1 double
hung windows. The house retains a high
degree of architectural integrity, and is eligible
for local landmark designation.
138 Lake Street

A more modest example of the Craftsman
Bungalow can be found at 138 Lake Street, built
in 1925. The shallow hipped roof features
deeply overhanging eaves and exposed rafter
tails, and a low shed-roof dormer interrupts the
roofline on the front façade. The stucco cladding
and vertical/1 windows are hallmarks of the
style.

136 Newberry Avenue

The handsome Craftsman Bungalow at 136
Newberry Avenue, built in 1920, features a
complex, multi-gable roofline and massing.
The decorative half-timbering under the
gables and on the front-gable dormer, as well
as the asymmetrical front gable bay at the east
end of the façade, highlight the style’s
connections with the Tudor Revival style, also
popular in the 1910s through the 1930s. The
126 Douglas Avenue
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house is eligible for local landmark designation.
The house at 126 Douglas Avenue, built in 1924, is another typical example of the Craftsman
Bungalow style, with the characteristic overhanging eaves, shed-roof front dormer, and inset front
porch structure. Although the front porch has been enclosed, the house may still be eligible for
local landmark designation.
20TH CENTURY HISTORIC REVIVAL STYLES
Although interest in Prairie, Craftsman, and their variations dominated popular taste through most
of the country in the early decades of the 20th century, some early examples of historic styles were
often built in the 1900s and 1910s. But it was in the 1920s, a boom time for construction
throughout the country, that architectural favor turned in full force to historic revival styles. These
were influenced by classical, European, and other models in a trend that continued into the 1950s.
Unlike many other suburban areas around Chicago, the residential area within Libertyville’s
Downtown survey area contains relatively few examples of historic revival domestic architecture.
The Colonial Revival, the most popular architectural style in American from the 1920s through
the 1950s, is entirely absent from the survey area. Among the represented historic revival styles,
the two most prevalent are the Dutch Colonial Revival style, with five examples, and the Tudor
Revival style, with four examples.
Dutch Colonial Revival
The Dutch Colonial Revival style is considered a subtype of the Colonial Revival style, marked
by a gambrel roof. Generally faced in wood clapboard or shingles, it is derived from early Dutch
houses built in the northeastern United
States in the 18th century. Dutch Colonial
Revival houses were built over a long
period, as were other Colonial Revival
homes -- from the 1880s through the
1950s. Most have the gambrel ends on
the sides and a symmetrical front facade
with a small, classical entry portico.
There may be a large, shed roof dormer
across the front on the second floor.
Multi-light double hung windows
frequently have shutters. The side-facing
gambrel roof type was very popular
during the 1920s. Other Dutch Colonial
126 N. Stewart Avenue
houses with the gambrel end facing the
street tend to be earlier, dating from the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. These are similar to the vernacular Gable Front, with a fullwidth front porch. The major difference is the roof slopes, and occasionally a three-part Palladian
attic window.
39
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Of the five examples of the Dutch Colonial Revival style in the survey area, two are eligible for
local landmark designation.
Both landmark-eligible examples of the Dutch Colonial style in the survey are—the first at 126
N. Stewart Avenue, the second at 215 Broadway Avenue—are excellent examples of the front
gambrel subtype of the Dutch Colonial
Revival style. Featuring front-facing
gambrel roofs, rather than the more
common side-facing gambrel, both houses
are typical of early iterations of the style
from the late 19th century through around
1910. The gambrel roofs are also more
steeply pitched than in later examples.
Built c. 1905, the house at 126 N. Stewart
Avenue is a more straightforward
interpretation of the Dutch Colonial
Revival style, with its front cornice
returns, simple rectangular massing, and
J. P. Evilsizer House
215 Broadway Avenue
front porch (now enclosed). The J. P.
Evilsizer House at 215 Broadway, built
around the same time, exhibits features that are also seen on Queen Anne or Shingle-style houses
of the period, including the inset corner entry porch, three-sided, first-story window bay, pent
enclosure at the front gambrel, and three-sided east bay.
Tudor Revival

163 Newberry Avenue

Perhaps the most popular revival style in
America during the 1920s based on European
traditions was the Tudor Revival style. Its
design source comes from a variety of late
medieval models prevalent in 16th-century
Tudor England. Tudor Revival houses are
typically brick, sometimes with stucco. Half
timbering, with flat stucco panels outlined by
wood boards, is common. The style is
characterized by steeply pitched gable roofs
and tall narrow casement windows with
multiple panes or diamond leading. The front
door may have a rounded arch or flattened
pointed (Tudor) arch.
Many examples

feature prominent exterior stone or brick chimneys.
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016

40

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
_____________________________________________________________________________

In the Downtown survey area, there are
four examples of the Tudor Revival style,
three of which are eligible for local
landmark designation.
The charming house at 163 Newberry
Avenue is a fine example of the more
modest frame Tudor Revival designs that
were popular throughout the country in the
late 1920s and early 1930s. The steeplypitched roof of the front entry bay and
round-arch entry with wood plank door are
427 W. Park Avenue
all hallmarks of the style. The close eaves
on the roofline are commonly seen on 1930s iterations of the style.
The house at 427 W. Park Avenue, built
in 1937, is a well-preserved example of
the mail-order kit house “The Bristol”
sold by the Gordon van Tine Company.
The rustic stone exterior, dramatic
asymmetrical front gable bay, and squat
corner entry tower with conical roof are
all charming and notable features.
A later example of the Tudor Revival
style is located at 317 W. Park Avenue.
Built in the mid-1940s, the house is a
restrained and slightly more modern
interpretation of the style, with close
317 W. Park Avenue
eaves, slightly broader front and side
gables, and stylized half-timbering. This stripping down of historic revival styles like Tudor
Revival and Colonial Revival was a common practice in the 1930s and 1940s, and reflected
homeowner’s preference for less ornamental, more streamlined interpretations of common
architectural styles.

POPULAR HOUSE TYPES OF THE 20th CENTURY
Beginning in the early 20th century, plans for popular house types were widely published and
made available in books and catalogues throughout the United States. These plans could be
purchased and used by individual builders or homeowners on a site of their choosing, which
explains the prevalence of some popular types in varied communities all across the country. The
41
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earliest of these types was the American Foursquare, which some art historians suggest was
influenced by the horizontality of the Prairie School style. Also widely built in the early decades
of the century was the Bungalow. After 1930, during the modern period, popular house types
included the Ranch and the Split Level. During the post-World War II years in particular, Ranch
houses were built all over the country by the hundreds of thousands.
In the Libertyville Downtown survey area, approximately 17% (35) of the residential building
stock are 20th-century popular types. Early 20th-century types like the American Foursquare (8
examples) and Bungalow (11 examples), are best-represented in the survey area Popular midcentury and post-World War II types like Minimal Traditional, Ranch, and Split-Level are also
represented in smaller numbers.
EARLY-20TH-CENTURY POPULAR TYPES
AMERICAN FOURSQUARE
The American Foursquare, an extremely
popular early 20th century house type,
was influenced by these stylistic
innovations. The simple, symmetrical
box-like form of the American
Foursquare with its hipped roof and wide
overhanging eaves owes much to the
earth-hugging character of many Prairie
School designs.
The Foursquare is
usually 2 to 2 ½ -stories tall with attic
dormers and a full-width front porch
with classical or squared-off columns
322 Brainerd Avenue
and piers. The name derives from the
plan of these typically square houses
which have four equal-sized rooms (an entrance hall, living room, dining room, and kitchen) in
each corner. The type became popular in house building because it was practical and comfortable
for the working and middle classes. These houses were inexpensive to build since they did not
have any of the elaborate features such as turrets and turned ornaments that were fashionable in
late 19th century Queen Anne houses. Plan book and catalog companies such as the Aladdin
Company, the Radford Architectural Company, the Architects Small House Service Bureau,
Sears Roebuck & Company, and Montgomery Ward and Company featured many Foursquare
designs between 1900 and 1925.
In the Downtown survey area, there are eight examples of the American Foursquare type, none
of which has been determined eligible for local landmark designation. A typical example of the
type, which has been rated contributing to the historic character of a potential historic district, is
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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the house at 322 Brainerd Avenue. Built c. 1905, the house features the characteristic hipped roof,
front-facing hipped-roof dormer, and full-front porch.

BUNGALOW
The Bungalow is an informal house type that began in California and quickly spread to other parts
of the country. Although it evolved from the Craftsman heritage, bungalows may incorporate
various other stylistic features. They became so popular after 1905 that they were often built in
quantity by contractor/builders. Rows and rows of Chicago bungalows line the streets of the city’s
northwest and southwest sides, earning the moniker, the “bungalow belt.” Plan books and
architectural journals published plans that
helped popularize the type for homeowners
and builders. Bungalows are compact oneor 1 ½ -story houses that emphasize
horizontality. Basic characteristics usually
include broad front porches and lowpitched roofs, often with dormers. Exterior
materials can be frame or brick with cut
stone trim. There may also be simple builtin Arts and Crafts features on the interior.
The well-recognized Chicago Bungalow
variant is brick, with an inset front porch,
low-pitched roof often with attic dormer,
315 Brainerd Avenue
and a flat or projecting front window bay
frequently sporting geometric stained glass windows.
The Bungalow is the best-represented 20th-century popular housing type in the Downtown survey
area, with twelve examples. Although
none
has
been
determined
architecturally distinctive enough for
local landmark designation, all of the
examples are rated contributing to the
historic character of a potential historic
district.
A typical example of the Bungalow type
can be found in the survey area at 315
Brainerd Avenue. Built in 1925, the
house features a simple, rectangular
massing, front-gable roof with
overhanging eaves, and an inset front
338 Jackson Avenue
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porch, which has been subsequently enclosed.
Another representative example of the type is the bungalow at 338 Jackson Avenue. Built around
1920, the house features a side gable roof and stucco exterior. The one-story front gable bay
centered along the front façade features battered corners. A square oriel window bay with shed
roof marks the west façade.
MID-20TH-CENTURY POPULAR TYPES
MINIMAL TRADITIONAL
The Minimal Traditional is a mid-century
housing type that developed as a
simplification of historic styles. Generally
with a front-facing gable integrated with a
longer side-gabled section, eaves are short or
non-existent, and architectural detail is at a
minimum. This type of house was built in
great numbers in the years immediately
201 Brainerd Avenue
before and after World War II, especially in
large tract-housing developments. It conveys a generally traditional appearance without
stylistically identifiable ornament.
Of the six Minimal Traditional houses in the Downtown survey, one has been determined eligible
for local landmark designation. The house at 201 Brainerd Avenue, built in 1951. The house, with
its wood shingle cladding and broad front gable entry bay, is a well-preserved example of this
modest housing type.
RANCH
Ranch houses became popular in the
late 1940s and 1950s, when the
housing type was widely published,
and built nationwide in suburban
communities. Because of the
Midwest’s close association with the
Prairie School, many Chicago-area
Ranch houses owe much to the
219 Brainerd Avenue
architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright,
especially his Usonian houses of the
1930s. Characteristics of a Ranch house include its wide, ground-hugging profile, low-pitched
roof, and deep eaves. Due to the rise in automobile ownership in the early to mid-20th century,
the garage has a prominent position in the front of the house and is an integral part of the
architecture of the Ranch house.
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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Within the Downtown survey area,
none of the five Ranch houses were
deemed eligible for local landmark
designation, although all but one was
rated contributing to a potential
historic district.
Two Ranch houses on Brainerd
121 Brainerd Avenue
Avenue, both rated contributing, give
a good sense of the stylistic
variations seen within this popular type. The house at 219 Brainerd Avenue, built in 1953, features
Colonial Revival detailing that was very common among earlier iterations of the type. The
example at 121 Brainerd Avenue, built just five years later, exhibits a much more modern,
streamlined appearance, with no applied ornament and a more sprawling, horizontal massing.
These characteristics are often associated with later examples of the type.
Other mid-20th-century popular types represented in the survey area include Bi-Level (1
example), Split-Level (1 example). None of the examples of these two types has been rated
significant or potentially significant.
There are three residential structures in the survey area that cannot be readily classified according
to any of the commonly accepted high styles or vernacular or popular types. In the case of older
buildings, that is usually because they have been so altered that the original character of the
structure is no longer distinguishable. In the case of newer structures, they may be of a design for
which there simply is no
accepted classification. One
example is rated contributing
to a potential historic district,
and the remaining two are
rated non-contributing.
MULTI-FAMILY
HOUSING TYPES
The multi-family residences
within the survey are varied
in both type and style, with
duplexes, townhomes, and
larger apartment buildings
rendered in styles ranging
from
Craftsman
to
45
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Contemporary. Although the majority of these multi-family dwellings (31 of 40) in the survey
area are not historic, the remaining nine examples, dating from c. 1915, to 1965, are rated
contributing to a potential historic district. Of these historic examples, one—a Craftsman-style
duplex located at 403-405 W. Park Avenue—has been determined eligible for local landmark
designation. The building features a center, two-story projecting front bay flanked by hipped entry
porches on either side of the front façade. The porches are supported by square, battered columns
set on brick piers, and feature solid brick knee walls. The building retains a high degree of
integrity, with original windows, porch elements, stucco cladding, and front doors.

COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE IN THE SURVEY AREA
Libertyville’s central business district lies within the center of the Downtown Survey Area. As
would be expected, the majority of the buildings within this area are commercial, with
governmental, recreational, and institutional buildings scattered within the commercial core. Of
the handful of buildings originally constructed as single-family residences still within the central
business district, most have been converted to commercial use, either as professional offices or
retail spaces. Many of the commercial blocks that line Milwaukee Avenue are in fact, mixed-use
buildings, with commercial spaces on the first floor and office or residential space on the upper
floors. However, for the purposes of the survey, these buildings have been categorized as
commercial.
The commercial building, as a distinct architectural form, did not develop until the 19th century,
even though trading centers and market halls have been around since antiquity. From the end of
the 19th century until the age of the automobile, most commercial buildings in the United States
looked alike, although there might have been slight regional differences. Commercial buildings
were typically joined by side party walls, with the commercial business on the first floor and
offices or residences above. This type of commercial building almost always fits on its entire lot
and is built to the sidewalk.
There is limited scholarly work that classifies the various types of commercial buildings that have
been constructed in American business districts in the last 160 years. In The Buildings of Main
Street, one of the few sources, Richard Longstreth has developed a classification system for
historic commercial structures built within compact business districts prior to the 1950s. His
system uses building mass as the primary determining factor. He classifies most commercial
structures under four stories tall as either One- or Two-Part Commercial Blocks regardless of
apparent architectural stylistic elements. The distinction between the two classifications is in
whether there is a strong horizontal cornice, stringcourse, or other architectural feature that
visually divides the facade into one or two stacked horizontal bands. A One-Part Commercial
Block is almost always one story, while a Two-Part Commercial Block may be two or more
stories tall. Most historic commercial buildings fall into one or the other of these two
classifications. Generally these types were built before 1950, but occasionally a contemporary
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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commercial structure may be built on an infill parcel on a traditional commercial street. Whether
or not they share party walls with the adjacent building, generally only the front of a Commercial
Block has any architectural detailing. The building is located at the front lot line, along a public
sidewalk, and has display windows facing that sidewalk. There are usually no display windows,
public entrances, or architectural treatment on the side facades, although occasionally a larger
Commercial Block, located on a corner, may have part or the entire side facade treated similarly
to the front. In the Downtown survey area, much of Milwaukee Avenue between Maple Avenue
and Lake Street is lined with commercial blocks.
The first floor of a historic commercial block characteristically has a storefront whose
configuration follows a three-part system of bulkhead at the base, display window, and transom
above. Historic display windows are often flush or recessed, with single panes and some sort of
subdivision. Entry doors are usually centrally placed, off-center, or at the corner and can be either
flush or recessed. Historic storefront materials are generally limited to wood or metal, with
supporting columns and piers. Decorative storefront elements include molded cornices, column
capitals, brackets, canopies, ceramic tile entries, and fascia boards. Over the years, storefronts are
often remodeled due to changes in architectural fashion, marketing, and technology. In
Downtown Libertyville many storefronts were remodeled after World War II in the late 1940s1950s. When a commercial building has more than one story, the entry door to the upper stories
of the building is also integrated into the design of the storefront. The upper stories of a
commercial building usually reflect some high-style elements, notably found at the cornice, in
window treatments, or as applied ornament.
ONE-PART COMMERCIAL BLOCK
One-story commercial buildings are almost always One-Part Commercial Blocks. Two or more–
story Commercial Blocks may be classified as One-Part Commercial Blocks if the facade can be
read as a single design element, with no projecting cornice or other strong horizontal design
element dividing the
first floor from the
upper floors. They can
have one or more
storefronts built to the
sidewalk.
Nine
commercial buildings
in the survey area have
been classified as OnePart
Commercial
Dall Block, 701-711 N. Milwaukee Avenue/110-118 Lake Street
Blocks.
In Libertyville’s downtown, this type was generally a product of the 20th century. Historic OnePart Commercial Blocks can lack a great degree of integrity if they have been altered, since it is
common to change the storefront details, configuration, and display windows of retail commercial
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structures.
When
commercial
structures are two or more stories, an
older historic character is often still
evident on the upper floors. However,
when the building is only one story,
changing the first-floor storefront
means substantially altering the entire
front facade.
Within the Downtown survey area,
there are 21 commercial buildings that
have been classified as One-Part
Commercial Blocks. Of the 21, one has
been determined eligible for local
landmark designation, and two have
been determined potentially eligible.

416 N. Milwaukee Avenue

The Dall Building, located at the northwest corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Lake Street. The
charming collection of Tudor-Revival storefronts,
with a distinctive southeast corner tower, steeplypitched storefront entry bays with decorative half
timbering, and brick facades with ornamental
stonework is the best-preserved and best-designed
One-Part Commercial Blocks in the downtown. The
building is eligible for local landmark designation,
and may also be eligible for individual listing to the
National Register of Historic Places.
Two One-Part Commercial Blocks that have been
determined potentially eligible for landmark
124 E. Church Street
designation are 124 W. Church Street and 416 N.
Milwaukee Avenue. Built c. 1925, the example at 124 W. Church Street appears to be an intact
example of the type, with historic storefront configuration and materials. Although the façade is
partially obscured by ivy, no major alterations are visible on the front façade above the storefront.
The building at 416 N. Milwaukee Avenue is a good example of a post-World War II One-Part
Commercial Block, with a horizontal, streamlined façade featuring a single storefront and brick
sign wall above, recessed behind a concrete frame.
TWO-PART COMMERCIAL BLOCK
According to Longstreth, the Two-Part Commercial Block is considered the most common type
of commercial building in America. Found principally in small and moderate-sized communities
between the 1850s and 1950s, the building is always a two- to four-story building characterized
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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by a horizontal division into two
clearly separated zones. These
zones reflect differences of use on
the interior, with the ground-floor
level possessing public places such
as a store or lobby and the upper
stories having the more private
spaces of the building, including
offices, living spaces, or a meeting
hall. The upper stories often reflect
domestic high-style architecture in
ornamentation.
Thirty Two-Part
Commercial
Blocks are found in the Downtown
Libertyville Hotel
survey area and date from the early
355-357 N. Milwaukee Avenue
1880s to c. 2010. There are four
examples that are eligible for local landmark designation, and two that are potentially eligible.
One additional Two-Part Commercial Block within the survey area—The Proctor Block at 516528 N. Milwaukee Avenue—is a
designated local landmark.
The Libertyville Hotel, built in 1895 at
355-357 N. Milwaukee Avenue, is a
handsome and intact example of a
Two-Part Commercial Block with
Queen Anne detailing. The building’s
pressed metal 2nd-story bays and
cornice are the defining features of the
design. The pointed roof on the
northeast corner of the building, which
had been removed, was later restored.
The storefronts, although not original,
are historically appropriate.

Triggs & Taylor Building
428-432 N. Milwaukee Avenue

The Two-Part Commercial Block at 428-32 N. Milwaukee Avenue is another handsome Queen
Anne-style block from the late 1890s in the survey area. The building was erected for the grocery
firm of Triggs & Taylor, after their store was destroyed in a fire downtown in 1895. The block
features a prominent metal bay at the northwest corner, a metal cornice, and stone stringcourses
stretching across the west and north facades.
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Another Queen Anne-style Two-Part
Commercial Block that is eligible for local
landmark designation is 533-41 N.
Milwaukee Avenue, built c. 1900. As with the
Libertyville Hotel and Triggs & Taylor
Building, this block features projecting metal
bays at the second story and stone
stringcourses at the second-story lintel level.
The Two-Part Commercial Blocks at 602-610
N. Milwaukee Avenue (c. 1900-1905) and the
Bartholomay Building at 322-334 N.
533-41 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Milwaukee Avenue (1929) are fine examples
of blocks that exhibit classical features. The
block at 602-610 features an oversized classical cornice and simple second-story lintels. The

602-610 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Bartholomay Building
322-334 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Bartholomay Building’s brick flat arch-lintels
with center keystones and multi-light oval
windows on the second story are notable classical
features.

First National Bank Building
536-542 N. Milwaukee Avenue

The First National Bank Building at 536-542 N.
Milwaukee Avenue, built in 1912, displays the
restrained design elements typical in many
commercial blocks built throughout the Midwest
in the 1910s. In place of applied ornament, the
building features decorative brickwork and simple
stone detailing. The north storefront was altered in
the 1929—the Art Moderne storefront surround,
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although not original, is architecturally significant. Other non-historic alterations, including
replacement storefront windows and second story windows, and bricked-in window openings on
the north façade, have affected the building’s integrity, but it may still be eligible for local
landmark designation.
TEMPLE FRONT
Temple Front is the name given to a commercial type whose façade is composed like that of a
Greek or Roman Temple. These buildings are generally two or three stories high, with full-height
columns or engaged pilasters, frequently topped by a pediment. Among commercial buildings,
this type is most frequently used for banks built in the early decades of the 20th century. It was
also popular for public and institutional buildings.
The sole example of the Temple Front commercial
type is the Lake County Bank Building at 507 N.
Milwaukee Avenue. Completed in 1923, the
building was extensively altered in the 1970s, and
was subsequently restored to its original
appearance. The triangular pediment, entablature,
and classical columns flanking the recessed main
entrance are all characteristic of the Temple Front
type. The restored building has been determined
eligible for local landmark designation.

Lake County Bank Building
507 N. Milwaukee Avenue

FREESTANDING COMMERCIAL
The automobile caused a dramatic change in commercial building types found in America’s small
commercial centers. Many of the commercial buildings constructed in mid-20th century and later
are called Freestanding. They are typically situated on larger parcels, not adjacent to any other
buildings, and with parking in front, on the sides, or even surrounding the whole building.
Entrances are oriented in a way to accommodate the automobile passenger rather than the
pedestrian walking across a front sidewalk. There are 13 buildings in the Downtown survey area
that have been classified as Freestanding Commercial, four of which are rated contributing to a
potential historic district and nine rated non-contributing. In addition, there are seven properties
comprising two strip malls in the survey area—the first at the southeast corner of Milwaukee and
Park Avenues, and the second at the north end Milwaukee Avenue. Both strip malls are rated noncontributing.

OTHER COMMERCIAL BUILDING TYPES
Several of the commercial buildings within the Downtown survey area fall outside of One- and
Two-Part Commercial Block types that define most historic commercial centers, or the
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Freestanding Commercial buildings from
the Post-War period. These buildings
have been defined by architectural style.
Perhaps the most impressive commercial
building in Libertyville’s downtown also
falls outside of the typical pattern of TwoPart Commercial Blocks that define much
of the pre-World War II development on
America’s main streets. The Public
Service Company Building, erected by
Samuel Insull in 1928, present a more
Public Service Company Building
340-355 N. Milwaukee Avenue
holistic design, which can most broadly
be classified as Tudor Revival, with other exotic revival elements. The building was listed to the
National Register of Historic Places in 1983; a substantial restoration on the structure was also
undertaken. The Public Service Company Building has been determined eligible for local
landmark designation.

Illinois Bell Telephone Company
117 E. Church Street

Joseph’s Flower Shop Building
200 E. Church Street

Two other commercial structures in the survey area—the former Joseph’s Flower Shop at 200 E.
Church Street (1962) and the Illinois Bell Telephone Company at 117 E. Church Street (1943)—
are also eligible for local landmark designation. The first is an unusual example of NeoExpressionist architecture, with an angular, irregular massing and prow-shaped skylight. The
second is a good example of a more restrained form of modernism from the middle of the 20th
century.
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OTHER NON-RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE IN THE SURVEY AREA
In addition to its residential and commercial structures, the Downtown survey area contains 23
other non-residential structures—six churches and other religious structures; two schools; one
library; three industrial buildings; two recreational buildings; four government buildings; one
social-related building; and four transportation-related structures. Of the 23, one industrial
building; the social-related building; one religious structure; one school; and two government
buildings were determined either eligible or
potentially eligible for landmark designation.
RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS
The Downtown survey area contains six
churches and other religious buildings—First
Presbyterian Church at 219 W. Maple Avenue
(1928); The church and parish office buildings
for St. Joseph’s Catholic Church at 121 Maple
Avenue (1969 and c. 1965); St. John’s
Lutheran Church (now the First Church of
Christ, Scientist) at 240 N. Park Place (1905);
St. Lawrence Episcopal Church at 125 W.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Church Street (1917); and the United
240 N. Park Place (1905)
Methodist Church at 429 Brainerd Avenue
(1969). Of these buildings St. John’s Lutheran
Church has been determined potentially eligible for local landmark designation.
The former St. John’s Lutheran Church building is a simple Colonial Revival design, with an
unadorned steeple, front portico with simple
classical columns, and Palladian window
under the gable on the front façade.
Although the siding and windows on the
church have been replaced, the building may
still be eligible for local landmark
designation.
SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES
There are two school buildings remaining
within the Downtown survey area—Central
School, a public school building erected in
1939 at 154 School Street; and St. Joseph’s
School at 221 Park Place, initially
constructed in 1925 and extensively
remodeled and added to in the 1950s. Of
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these two, Central School has been determined potentially eligible for local landmark designation.
Although the building has been altered as part of its conversion into multi-family residential use,
it may still be eligible for local landmark designation for its associations with the history of
education in Libertyville.
The Cook Memorial Public Library
building, constructed in 1968 behind
the Ansel B. Cook House, is noncontributing to the historic character of
a potential historic district because it is
less than 50 years old.
INDUSTRIAL
The Downtown survey area contains
two industrial buildings along the 500
block of First Street dating from the
1950s, but the most historically
significant industrial resource within
the survey area is the complex that
houses the Foulds Macaroni Company
Foulds Macaroni Factory
at 520 E. Church Street. The three520 E. Church Street
story brick structure at the heart of the
complex, originally home to the Earl Ladder Company, features a stepped parapet with raised
center bay and decorative brick corbelling. The corbelling, along with the paired round-arch
windows, suggests Renaissance Revival influence. Additions to the original 1890s structure date
from the mid-20th century. The complex is eligible for local landmark designation and may be
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places for its historic associations with the Foulds
Company.
GOVERNMENT
Four buildings historically related to
Libertyville’s government are located within
the Downtown survey area. Of these four,
the Original Libertyville Town Hall building
at 715 N. Milwaukee Avenue has been
determined eligible for local landmark
designation, and the Libertyville Post Office
building (now Libertyville Civic Center) at
135 W. Church Street is potentially eligible.
The Libertyville Town Hall, completed in
1894, is one of the visual landmarks within
Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016
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Libertyville’s downtown. Designed by William Boyington, the building is architecturally
significant for its imposing Romanesque Revival design, and is also historically significant for its
associations with the history of government in the village.
The Post Office Building at 135 W. Church
Street, completed in 1935, may also be eligible
for local landmark listing for its associations
with the history of the postal service in
Libertyville, despite alterations as the result of its
conversion to the Libertyville Civic Center in
1993.
RECREATIONAL & SOCIAL
There are two recreational buildings within the
Downtown Survey Area. The first, the Brainerd
Athletic Facility at 416 W. Park Avenue, was
Libertyville Post Office
constructed 2015-2016, and is rated non135 W. Church Street
contributing. The second, the Liberty Theater at
708 N. Milwaukee Avenue is also rated noncontributing. Despite its historic importance to the village, the building has been extensively
altered, and no longer retains enough integrity to contribute to the historical character of the
downtown.
The sole building erected for social use
within the survey area is the Libertyville
Masonic Temple, located at 356 Brainerd
Avenue. Completed in 1932, the building is
the only example of Art Deco architecture in
the survey area. The verticality of the
building’s stepped, projecting entry bay is
heightened by recessed, double-height entry
surround. The decorative metal spandrel
panels between the first- and second-story
windows are a notable feature.
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CONCLUSION
The Libertyville Downtown survey area as a whole contains 349 properties and 346 principal
structures, approximately of 13% (45) those structures have been determined as eligible or
potentially eligible for local landmark designation; an additional 151 have been rated contributing
(C) to a potential local historic district, for a total of 196 contributing resources. The survey area
contains some impressive examples of late 19th- and early 20th-century residential and
commercial architecture. Combined with more modest but historic 19th and 20th century
residential and commercial buildings, the survey area is a window into Libertyville’s evolution
as a village during the 19th and 20th centuries.

DESIGNATING BUILDINGS AS INDIVIDUAL LANDMARKS
An important purpose of an architectural survey is to identify properties that may be eligible for
landmark designation, whether as individual local landmarks or National Register landmarks, or
as groupings that comprise a historic district. There are two choices for landmark designation:
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and designation as a local landmark. Both
types of designations, National Register and local, allow homeowners to participate in tax
incentive programs. Owner-occupants of residential, one- to six-unit, designated landmark
buildings or contributing buildings in a historic district may be eligible for a freeze on the assessed
value of their property for up to 12 years. The freeze is available to any homeowner who spends
25% of the assessor’s fair market value on a rehabilitation that meets the Secretary of the Interior
Standards for Rehabilitation. Additional information is available from the Tax Incentives
Manager at the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.
The advantage of National Register listing is recognition and prestige for the community within
the city itself and in the larger region; however, no protection against alteration or demolition is
offered with inclusion on the National Register. To date, three properties within the survey area
is already individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places:
•
•
•

Ansel B. Cook House, 413 N. Milwaukee Avenue, 1878
Public Service Company Building, 340-354 N. Milwaukee Avenue, 1928
Proctor Building, 516-528 N. Milwaukee Avenue, 1903

The following additional structures within the survey area are considered potentially eligible for
individual listing on the National Register:
•

Libertyville Town Hall, 715 N. Milwaukee Avenue, 1894
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•
•
•

Dall Building, 701-711 N. Milwaukee Avenue/110-118 Lake Street, c. 1925
Foulds Macaroni Company, 520 E. Church Street, 1893-4
Libertyville Hotel, 355-357 N. Milwaukee Avenue, c. 1895

The advantage of local designation is that the city has control over future alterations to a
designated property through the building permit review process. This can ensure that the character
of a historic neighborhood and of individual significant structures remains consistent. Most
importantly, local designation can prevent demolition of designated structures. Within the survey
area, 35 buildings have been determined eligible for individual landmark designation. Over the
past year, the Libertyville Historic Preservation Commission has begun designating those
properties already listed on the National Register as local landmarks—it is recommended that the
Historic Preservation Commission to continue to encourage owners of those properties already
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places to submit applications for local
landmark designation.
In addition to those buildings determined eligible for landmark designation, there are an additional
12 structures within the survey area that have been rated potentially eligible. These buildings have
been singled out for one of several reasons: because they are excellent examples of a building
type or style that have been too altered to be rated eligible, but retain a relatively high degree of
physical integrity; are typical yet intact examples of a building type or style; or have possible
historic significance. Many of these structures may also be considered for local landmark
designation. In each case, the importance of the building must be weighed against the extent to
which it has been altered and the feasibility of restoring historic materials and configurations.
Owners of potentially eligible houses should be encouraged to reverse minor alterations like porch
enclosures, non-historic exterior siding, and inappropriate window types and materials. If historic
documentation exists, owners could also be encouraged to restore architectural elements or details
that have been removed or replaced. If such improvements are made to a potentially eligible
building, its local rating may be elevated.

DESIGNATING HISTORIC DISTRICTS
In addition to individual landmark designation, there is also the option of creating a local historic
district within part or all of the Downtown survey area. Local landmark districts allow for greater
control over a wider number of properties, preserving the character of not just an individual house,
but of an entire neighborhood. Contributing buildings within a local historic district are generally
afforded the same protections as individually designated buildings; this is why local historic
district designation is preferable to National Register district nomination as a means to protect
areas that may be under pressure from development. The protections afforded to local landmark
districts help to encourage quality design and protect the investments of local homeowners within
57

Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
_____________________________________________________________________________

the community. Both local and National Register districts also serve as an educational tool,
providing tangible links to an area’s history and architectural heritage.
With approximately 45% of the properties rated non-contributing to a potential historic district,
the Downtown survey area, in its entirety, would not be an ideal candidate for either local or
National Register District designation. However, within the survey area, there is an argument to
be made that that a portion of the commercial core, which retains a relatively high number of
historically and architecturally significant buildings and retains a good degree of physical

integrity, could be eligible for either listing as a National Register Historic District or designation
as a local historic district. Approximate boundaries for the district would be East Maple Avenue
on the south, Newberry Avenue on the north to capture the greatest concentration of the historic
commercial buildings along Milwaukee Avenue. The boundaries of the potential district should
also extend slightly east and west from Milwaukee along Cook Avenue and Church Street to
include historic buildings like the Illinois Bell Telephone Company and Post Office. Within
these proposed boundaries are a total of 65 properties. Of these 65, 46 or approximately 71% have
been rated as contributing to the historic character of the potential district, and 19 or
approximately 29% have been rated as non-contributing.
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ENCOURAGING MORE HISTORICALLY APPROPRIATE ALTERATIONS
There are some historic structures in the survey area that have been altered in ways that are
incompatible with their original historic character. The information within the survey, particularly
the fields denoting historic features and alterations, can help to guide the Historic Preservation
Commission and individual building owners on what kinds of changes would be more sensitive
to the historic character of their building, and should be used as a reference. Owners of potentially
landmark eligible buildings should be encouraged to reverse minor alterations like porch
enclosures, or incompatible replacement windows/storefront windows. If historic documentation
exists, owners should also be encouraged to restore architectural elements or details that have
been removed or replaced. Historic images found as part of the research process for the survey
are available on the survey website, and can be used to guide building owners in the restoration
or rehabilitation process.

CONTINUING A PROGRAM OF SURVEY
The Downtown survey area is the first area of the Village of Libertyville that has undergone a
historic and architectural resources survey. The Historic Preservation Commission should
continue its program of survey, considering residential areas lying outside of the Downtown area.
In order to determine which areas of the village may warrant intensive survey, an informal
reconnaissance survey may be conducted through additional residential areas.
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APPENDIX A: METHODOLOGY
Several ways of collecting information were used to complete the data form for each principal
structure surveyed (see a sample survey form in Appendix B). The surveyor recorded most items
through observation in the field — use, architectural style, description of architectural features,
any alterations, and an estimated date of construction based on prevalent architectural styles and
building types and when they commonly appeared in Illinois. Available building history
information from Village of Libertyville records, the Cook Memorial Public Library, and the
Libertyville-Mundelein Historical Society was used to verify construction and alteration dates.
Information from these sources was recorded on the back of the forms. Other published texts,
newspaper articles and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, walking tours, and locally prepared lists
were also consulted. These are listed in the bibliography. Additional information for several homes
was obtained through house histories solicited from owners by the consultant.
The main sources used to determine architectural styles were A Field Guide to American Houses
by Virginia Savage McAlester (2013) for high-style architecture and Common Houses in
America’s Small Towns: The Atlantic Seaboard to the Mississippi Valley by John A. Jakle, Robert
W. Bastian, and Douglas K. Meyer (1989) for vernacular building types. Descriptions of specific
architectural features relied on the Old-House Dictionary by Steven J. Phillips (1989).
In the field, the surveyor made a judgment on the integrity and the significance of each structure
based on specific evaluation criteria. The survey forms were later reviewed in the office so that an
individual building could be evaluated within the context of the city as a whole. The members of
the Libertyville Historic Preservation Commission also had the opportunity to review the survey
data before they were finalized.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
All principal buildings in the area surveyed were evaluated for local architectural significance
using the criteria for architectural significance as stated in the Libertyville Historic Preservation
Ordinance. Each building was determined as either a contributing (C) or non-contributing (NC)
resource within a potential historic district comprised of the survey area. Each building was also
evaluated for eligibility for listing as an individual local landmark—those buildings that were
eligible were identified in the “Local Landmark Eligible?” field. Also identified were “Potentially
Eligible” buildings—properties that featured more than minor alterations, but still may be eligible
for local landmark designation based on their historic importance or special architectural features
or rarity. With these potentially eligible properties, the Commission can use its discretion to
consider local landmark designation.
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Next, all principal and secondary structures on a property were analyzed for potential National
Register listing. A "Y" (Yes) indicates that the surveyed building likely would be a good candidate
for individual listing on the National Register (or, in some cases, has already been listed on the
National Register). An "N" (No) indicates that it would not. “Criteria” refers to the National
Register criteria that were considered. Only criterion “C,” architectural significance, was used in
evaluating potential National Register eligibility. Criteria “A” and “B,” which refer to historical
events and persons, were not considered. For the question of contributing to a National Register
district, a "C" building would be a good contributing building in a National Register historic
district. An "NC" building would not.
Integrity, that is, the degree of original design and historic material remaining in place, was
factored into the evaluation. In general, no building was considered eligible for local landmark
designation if it had more than minor alterations. Exceptions were made for those significant
properties that had been restored or rehabilitated, as well as properties with historic alterations.
Similarly, buildings that might otherwise be considered contributing to a potential historic district
because of age and historic style, but that have been greatly altered, were ranked as noncontributing to a potential historic district. Buildings were evaluated primarily for their
architectural significance, with historical significance, known in only a few cases, being a
secondary consideration. It is possible that a building could be elevated to a locally significant
ranking and thus considered for individual local landmark designation by the Historic Preservation
Commission if additional historic research identifies an association with important historical
figures or events. For some buildings whose significant historic features have been concealed or
altered, they might also be re-ranked as locally significant if unsympathetic alterations are removed
and significant historic features restored.
Architectural integrity is evaluated by assessing what alterations to the original historic structure
have occurred. Structures were considered unaltered if all or almost all of their historic features
and materials were in place. Minor alterations include replacement siding, replacement windows
in original openings with historically-appropriate type and configuration; minor porch alterations
or enclosures, and rear additions. Moderate alterations could also include side additions and more
substantial porch changes, but with porch structure still essentially intact. Major alterations include
irreversible changes and large additions. These include porches and other architectural detailing
that have been completely removed or replaced and for which there is no actual physical evidence
or photo documentation to accurately reproduce them; window changes in which the original
window opening size has been altered and there is no evidence of the original sash configuration
and material; and large unsympathetic additions, visible from the street, that compromise the
historic character of a house by changing the original roofline or obscuring or substantially altering
the façade.
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NATIONAL REGISTER RATINGS
A. INDIVIDUAL LISTING (Y)

Must be a site, building, structure, or object that is at least 50 years old (unless it has achieved
exceptional significance) and meets one of the following criteria: (a) be associated with
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; (b) be
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; (c) be architecturally significant,
that is, embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,
or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values. It must also possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association from
the date of construction or period of significance.
B. CONTRIBUTING TO A HISTORIC DISTRICT (C)

Age. Must have been built or standing during the period of historic significance or be at least 50
years old or older (built before 1966).
Integrity. Any building that possesses enough integrity to still be identified with the period of
historic significance.
C. NON-CONTRIBUTING (NC)

Age. Any building or secondary structure built after the period of significance or less than 50
years old (built in 1960 or later).
Integrity. Any structure that has been so completely altered after the period of significance that it
is no longer recognizable as historic.
LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATINGS
A. LOCAL LANDMARK ELIGIBLE

Age. Must be at least 50 years old or older (built before 1966) OR must be listed on the National
Register of Historic Places
Architectural Merit. Must meet at least one of the criteria for landmark designation set in
Libertyville’s Historic Preservation Ordinance.
B. POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE (FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION)

Age. Must be at least 50 years old (built before 1966) unless it has achieved exceptional
importance.
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Architectural Merit. See criteria for Local Landmark Eligible
Integrity. Must have a moderate degree of integrity; if it has been altered, it should be in ways that
can be reversed: some architectural detailing in place so that missing exceptional features
could be recreated; porch alterations are minor; and window changes should be reversible;
no large, unsympathetic additions permitted. If the alterations are reversed (for example,
siding is removed, or architectural detail is restored based on remaining physical evidence),
it may be elevated to significant. In some cases of exceptional architectural or historical
merit, side additions or permanent alterations were considered acceptable and the PS rating
was assigned.
C. CONTRIBUTING TO A POTENTIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT (C)

Age. Must be at least 50 years old (built before 1966).
Architectural Merit. May fall into one of two groups: (a) Does not necessarily possess individual
distinction, but is a historic building (over 50 years old) with the characteristic stylistic
design and details of its period; or (b) possesses the architectural distinction of a significant
structure but has been altered. If the alterations are reversed (for example, siding is
removed or architectural detail is restored based on remaining physical evidence), it may
be elevated to significant.
Integrity. May have a high degree of integrity, but be of a common design with no particular
architectural distinction to set it apart from others of its type. May have moderate integrity:
if it has been altered, it must be in some ways that can be reversed. Must possess at least
one of the following: original wall treatment, original windows, interesting architectural
detail, and readily recognizable and distinctive historic massing.
D. NON-CONTRIBUTING (NC)

Age. Most buildings less than 50 years old (built in 1967 or later).
Integrity. Any building at least 50 years old whose integrity is so poor that most historic materials
and details are missing or completely covered up or any building over 50 years old that has
unsympathetic alterations that greatly compromise its historic character. Poor integrity
was present if all of these factors were missing: original shape, original wood siding,
original windows (especially if window openings were also changed), and original
architectural detail and trim.
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APPENDIX B:
RESOURCES ELIGIBLE OR POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE FOR
LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION
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APPENDIX C:
INVENTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES
IN THE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA
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LIBERTYVILLE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA: INVENTORY

BrainerdAve219

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
No
C
No
Ranch
C
Yes
C
No
Minimal
Traditional
C
No
C
No
Ranch

BrainerdAve303

NC

No

NC

No

Split-Level

1970

BrainerdAve307
BrainerdAve311
BrainerdAve315
BrainerdAve321
BrainerdAve322

C
C
C
C
C

Yes
No
No
No
No

C
C
C
C
C

No
No
No
No
No

1870
1885 (c)
1925
1952-3
1900-1905

BrainerdAve330
BrainerdAve338

C
C

No
No

C
C

No
No

BrainerdAve350
BrainerdAve356

C
C

No
Yes

C
C

No
No

Italianate
Queen Anne
Bungalow
Ranch
American
Foursquare
Gable Front
American
Foursquare
Mansard
Art Deco

BrainerdAve429

NC

No

NC

No

Neo-Expressionist

BrainerdAve523
BrainerdAve527

NC
C

No
No

NC
C

No
No

BrainerdAve533

C

Yes

C

No

New Vernacular
Queen Anne Free Classic
Queen Anne

Title
BrainerdAve121
BrainerdAve201
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Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1958
1951
1953

Italianate

Coy Lumber
Company
Ivanhoe
Construction
Co.

1890
1913
1965
1931-2

Scribbings,
John

1969
(sanctuary)
1987
1910 (c)
1904
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LIBERTYVILLE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA: INVENTORY
Local Dist
Contrib/NonContrib?
C
NC
C

Local
Landmark
Eligible?
No
No
No

NR District
Contrib/NonContrib
C
NC
C

No
No
No

Gable Front
New Traditional
Queen Anne

1900
1989
1890 (c)

C

No

C

No

Ranch

1955

C
C

Yes
No

C
C

No
No

Queen Anne
Gable Front

1893
1900 (c)

C

No

C

No

BroadwayAve150
BroadwayAve154

C
C

No
No

C
C

No
No

BroadwayAve162
BroadwayAve204
BroadwayAve208
BroadwayAve214
BroadwayAve215

NC
NC
NC
C
C

No
No
No
No
Yes

NC
NC
NC
C
C

No
No
No
No
No

BroadwayAve216

C

No

C

No

Four Over Four
(altered)
Gable Front
Gable Front
Cottage
New Traditional
New Traditional
Queen Anne
Bungalow
Dutch Colonial
Revival
Contemporary

BroadwayAve220

NC

No

NC

No

BroadwayAve221

NC

No

NC

No

Title
BrainerdAve603
BrainerdAve609
BroadwayAve114116
BroadwayAve118124
BroadwayAve128
BroadwayAve140142
BroadwayAve146

85

NR
Eligible?

Architectural
Classification

New Traditional Colonial
New Vernacular

Details

Queen Anne

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

Hutchinson,
George

1925 (c)
1900
1890

Craftsman

2009
2016
1890 (c)
1920
1905
1956

Scholz Homes,
Inc

2007
1989
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ChurchStE200

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional Queen Anne
NC
No
NC
No
Queen Anne
C
Yes
C
No
Queen Anne Free Classic
C
No
C
No
Freestanding
Commercial
C
Yes
C
No
Midcentury
Modern
C
No
C
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
C
Potentially C
No
One Part
Eligible
Commercial Block
C
No
C
No
Minimal
Traditional
C
No
C
No
One Part
Commercial Block
(altered)
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
Cottage
C
Yes
C
No
Neo-Expressionist

ChurchStE201
ChurchStE211

NC
NC

Title
BroadwayAve226
BroadwayAve227
BroadwayAve303
ChurchStE112
ChurchStE117
ChurchStE122
ChurchStE124
ChurchStE130
ChurchStE134-136

ChurchStE140
ChurchStE144
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No
No

NC
NC

No
No

Ranch
New Traditional Tudor

Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

2004
1898
1900 (c)
1956
1943
1930 (c)
1925 (c)
1945 (c)
1955

Conville, John

1900
1910 (c)
1962

Wright,
Rodney H.

1986
2004

86

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LIBERTYVILLE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA: INVENTORY

ChurchStE217
ChurchStE218-220

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
No
C
No
Side Gable
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional

ChurchStE222-224
ChurchStE223
ChurchStE225
ChurchStE226-228
ChurchStE232
ChurchStE305
ChurchStE313
ChurchStE520

NC
C
NC
NC
NC
NC
C
C

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes

NC
C
NC
NC
NC
NC
C
C

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes

ChurchStW107

C

No

C

No

ChurchStW111-115 NC

No

NC

No

ChurchStW121
ChurchStW125
ChurchStW135

C
C
C

C
C
C

No
No
No

CookAveE100

C

No
No
Potentially
Eligible
No

C

No

CookAveE107-109

NC

No

NC

No

Title
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Details
Craftsman

Date of
Construction
1895
1999

New Traditional
Gable Front
Gable Front
New Traditional
Mansard
New Traditional
L-Form
Renaissance
Revival
One Part
Commercial Block
Two Part
Commercial Block
(altered)
Side Gable
Gothic Revival
Colonial Revival

1998
1900
1850
1999
1975
2002
1883
1893-4

Two Part
Commercial Block
One Part
Commercial Block

1900 (c)

Original
Architect
Alberts
Associates

1925 (c)
1915-20 (c)

1860 (c)
1917
1935

1900 (c)
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LIBERTYVILLE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA: INVENTORY
Title
CookAveE111-113
CookAveE112
CookAveE114
CookAveE116-118
CookAveE117
CookAveE119
CookAveE120
CookAveE121
CookAveE130
CookAveE133
CookAveE150
CookAveE156
CookAveE158-160
CookAveE200

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonDetails
Eligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
No
C
No
One Part
Commercial Block
NC
No
NC
No
One Part
Commercial Block
NC
No
NC
No
One Part
Commercial Block
C
No
C
No
Two Part
Classical Revival
Commercial Block
C
No
C
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
C
No
C
No
One Part
Commercial Block
NC
No
NC
No
One Part
Commercial Block
NC
No
NC
No
Contemporary
NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
French Eclectic
Commercial
NC
No
NC
No
Contemporary
NC
No
NC
No
Midcentury
Modern
NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
NC
No
NC
No
Contemporary
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Date of
Construction
1956

Original
Architect
Reddington

1930 (c)
1940 (c)
1890 (c)
pre-1897
1955
pre-1897
1955
1978
1920 (c)
1978
1968
1956

Legat, Joseph

Maxey,
William
Maxey,
William

1970

88

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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CookAveE201

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
No
Contemporary

CookAveW118
CookAveW140

C
NC

No
No

C
NC

No
No

Colonial Revival
Contemporary

1948
1967

DouglasAve112
DouglasAve120
DouglasAve126

C
C
C

C
C
C

No
No
No

C
C
NC

C
C
NC

No
No
No

FirstSt108
FirstSt112

C
NC

No
No

C
NC

No
No

FirstSt113
FirstSt117
FirstSt118
FirstSt121
FirstSt122

NC
C
C
C
NC

No
No
No
No
No

NC
C
C
C
NC

No
No
No
No
No

FirstSt125
FirstSt128

C
C

No
No

C
C

No
No

Side Gable
Tudor Revival
Craftsman
Bungalow
Gable Front
Gable Front
Craftsman
New Traditional Queen Anne
Gable Front
New Traditional Craftsman
Gable Front
Craftsman
Gable Front
Gable Front
Gable Front
New Traditional Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Gable Front

1926
1925
1924

FirstSt103
FirstSt104
FirstSt107

No
No
Potentially
Eligible
No
No
No

Title
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Details

Date of
Construction
1971

1895
1895
2004
1900
2014

Original
Architect
Tinucci,
Spartaco
Loeble,
Schlossman,
Bennett &
Dart

Line Works

Stojknovic,
Danny

1900
1900 (c)
1895
1900 (c)
2012
1900
1900 (c)

Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LIBERTYVILLE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA: INVENTORY

FirstSt129
FirstSt130
FirstSt203
FirstSt204
FirstSt207
FirstSt208
FirstSt213

Local Dist
Contrib/NonContrib?
C
C
C
C
C
C
NC

Local
Landmark
Eligible?
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

NR District
Contrib/NonContrib
C
C
C
C
C
C
NC

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

FirstSt214
FirstSt217

C
NC

No
No

C
NC

No
No

FirstSt218
FirstSt221

NC
NC

No
No

NC
NC

No
No

FirstSt224

NC

No

NC

No

FirstSt227

C

No

C

No

FirstSt228
FirstSt315
FirstSt316

NC
NC
C

No
No
No

NC
NC
C

No
No
No

FirstSt319
FirstSt321

C
C

No
Yes

C
C

No
No

Title

Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016

NR
Eligible?

Architectural
Classification

Details

Date of
Construction

Gable Front
1900 (c)
Gable Front
1900 (c)
Bungalow
1920 (c)
Gable Front
1900
Gable Front
Prairie/Craftsman 1915 (c)
Gable Front
1895
New Traditional 1900
Queen Anne
(altered)
Gable Front
1900
Dutch Colonial
1915 (c)
Revival
Gable Front
1905
New Traditional 1997
Queen Anne
New Vernacular
1956
(altered)
Dutch Colonial
1905
Revival
Gable Front
1907
New Traditional
2006
Gable Front
1909
Cottage
Ranch
1954
Gable Front
Craftsman
1920 (c)

Original
Architect

Holsman, J.
Peter
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FirstSt525
FirstSt533-537
FirstSt605
FirstSt609
FirstSt613
FirstSt615
FirstSt619
FirstSt620
FirstSt622

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonDetails
Eligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional Tudor
NC
No
NC
No
No Style
NC
No
NC
No
No Style
NC
No
NC
No
No Style
C
Potentially C
No
Italianate
Eligible
NC
No
NC
No
Gable Front
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional
NC
No
NC
No
Vacant Lot
C
No
NC
No
L-Form
C
No
NC
No
Gable Front
Queen Anne
C
No
C
No
Bungalow
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
C
No
NC
No
L-Form
NC
No
NC
No
No Style

FirstSt623
FirstSt624

NC
NC

No
No

NC
NC

No
No

FirstSt628-630
FirstSt700

C
NC

No
No

C
NC

No
No

HurlburtCt201
JacksonAve316

NC
NC

No
No

NC
NC

No
No

Title
FirstSt325
FirstSt331-333
FirstSt504
FirstSt510
FirstSt518
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Side Gable
New Traditional Craftsman
Craftsman
Freestanding
Commercial
Brutalist
Bi-Level

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

2008
2001
1952
1950 (c)
1880 (c)
pre-1900
2013
1870
1910
1922
1910
1910
1992

Manrath,
Henry

1910 (c)
1920 (c)
1927
1930 (c)
1970 (c)
1972
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Title
JacksonAve324
JacksonAve328
JacksonAve332
JacksonAve338
LakeSt115
LakeSt125
LakeSt126
LakeSt134
LakeSt138
LakeSt140
MapleAveE121
MapleAveE121 (b)
MapleAveW109
MapleAveW115
MapleAveW123
MapleAveW127
MapleAveW130
MapleAveW133
MapleAveW134

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonDetails
Eligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
No
C
No
Craftsman
Bungalow
C
No
C
No
Bungalow
NC
No
NC
No
Vacant Lot
C
No
C
No
Bungalow
NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
New Traditional Commercial Block Queen Anne
NC
No
NC
No
One Part
New Traditional
Commercial Block
C
No
C
No
Italianate
C
No
C
No
No Style
C
Yes
C
No
Craftsman
Bungalow
C
No
C
No
Bungalow
C
No
C
No
Neo-Expressionist
C
No
C
No
Institutional
Modern
NC
No
NC
No
Side Gable
Craftsman
C
No
C
No
Freestanding
Commercial
NC
No
NC
No
Queen Anne
NC
No
NC
No
Gabled Ell
C
No
C
No
Queen Anne
C
No
C
No
Gabled Ell
Queen Anne
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
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Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1925
1925 (c)
1920
2007
2007
1875 (c)
1905
1925
1925
1966
1965 (c)
1910 (c)
1954

Lindstrom,
George

1895 (c)
1895
1890 (c)
1900
1900
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MapleAveW206

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
Potentially C
No
Queen
Eligible
Anne/Colonial
Revival
NC
No
NC
No
Neo-Colonial

MapleAveW213
MapleAveW219
MapleAveW234
MapleAveW302
MapleAveW305

C
NC
C
C
C

No
No
No
No
No

C
NC
C
C
C

No
No
No
No
No

MapleAveW308

C

No

C

No

MapleAveW309
MapleAveW312
MapleAveW315

C
C
C

C
C
C

No
No
No

MapleAveW320
MapleAveW323
MapleAveW327-329
MilwaukeeAveN100108
MilwaukeeAveN110116
MilwaukeeAveN113

C
C
C
NC

No
No
Potentially
Eligible
No
Yes
No
No

C
C
C
NC

NC

No

NC

No

Title
MapleAveW205
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Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1905-10 (c)

1969-1970
1910
1928
1900
1880 (c)
2016

No
No
No
No

Gable Front
Colonial Revival
Side Gable
Gabled Ell
New Traditional Craftsman
American
Foursquare
Gabled Ell
Craftsman
Cross Form
Italianate/Queen
Anne
L-Form
Gable Front
Colonial Revival
No Style
Strip Mall

NC

No

Strip Mall

1955 (c)

NC

No

Gas Station

1988

Budinger,
Jean-Paul

1920
1905 (c)
1925
1883
1850 (c)
1900
1925
1955 (c)
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Local Dist
Local
NR District
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonContrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
MilwaukeeAveN118- NC
No
NC
130
MilwaukeeAveN121- NC
No
NC
139
MilwaukeeAveN147- NC
No
NC
163
MilwaukeeAveN200 C
No
C
Title

NR
Eligible?

Architectural
Classification

Details

Date of
Construction

No

Strip Mall

1955 (c)

No

Strip Mall

2009-10

No

Strip Mall

2009

No

1962

No
No
Potentially
Eligible
No

C
C
C

No
No
No

NC

No

MilwaukeeAveN336 C

No

C

No

MilwaukeeAveN338 C

No

C

No

MilwaukeeAveN339 NC

No

NC

No

Freestanding
Contemporary
Commercial
Cross Form
Park
Two Part
Colonial Revival
Commercial Block
Freestanding
Commercial
One Part
Commercial Block
One Part
Commercial Block
Strip Mall

MilwaukeeAveN340- C
354
MilwaukeeAveN345 NC

Yes

C

N/A

Tudor Revival

1928

No

NC

No

1920 (c)

MilwaukeeAveN355- C
357

Yes

C

Yes

One Part
Commercial Block
Two Part
Queen Anne
Commercial Block

MilwaukeeAveN221
MilwaukeeAveN300
MilwaukeeAveN322334
MilwaukeeAveN325

C
C
C
NC
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Original
Architect

Kurtz
Associates

Haaskarl,
William J.

1880 (c)
1893
1929
1991

Bleck, Daniel
K.

1945 (c)
1950 (c)
1980

Johnson,
Marvin
von Holst,
Valentin

1895 (c)
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Local Dist
Local
NR District
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonContrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
MilwaukeeAveN400- C
No
C
404
MilwaukeeAveN406- C
No
C
410
MilwaukeeAveN412 C
No
C
Title

NR
Eligible?
No
No
No

MilwaukeeAveN413 C

N/A

C

N/A

MilwaukeeAveN413 NC

No

NC

No

MilwaukeeAveN416 C

Potentially C
Eligible
No
NC

No

MilwaukeeAveN428- C
432
MilwaukeeAveN500 NC

Yes

C

No

No

NC

No

MilwaukeeAveN501- NC
505

No

NC

No

MilwaukeeAveN507 C
MilwaukeeAveN508 C

Yes
No

C
C

No
No

MilwaukeeAveN426 NC
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No

Architectural
Classification

Details

Date of
Construction

One Part
1956
Commercial Block
Two Part
Queen Anne
1900 (c)
Commercial Block
Two Part
1900 (c)
Commercial Block
Queen
1878
Anne/NeoClassical
International
1968
Style
One Part
1950 (c)
Commercial Block
One Part
1956
Commercial Block
Two Part
Queen Anne
1897
Commercial Block
Two Part
1897-1900
Commercial Block
(altered)
Two Part
1892
Commercial Block
(altered)
Temple Front
1923
Two Part
Queen Anne - Free 1895
Commercial Block Classic

Original
Architect
Tideman,
Henry

Boyington,
William T.
(attributed)
Cone &
Dornbusch

Dart, Edward
D.
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Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonDetails
Eligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
MilwaukeeAveN510- NC
No
C
No
Two Part
514
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN515 C
No
C
No
One Part
Commercial Style
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN516- C
N/A
C
N/A
Two Part
Queen Anne
528
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN519 NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
(altered)
MilwaukeeAveN521- NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
523
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN525- NC
No
NC
No
One Part
New Traditional 531
Commercial Block classical
MilwaukeeAveN532- C
No
C
No
Two Part
534
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN533- C
Yes
C
No
Two Part
Queen Anne
541
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN536- C
Potentially C
No
Two Part
542
Eligible
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN543- C
No
C
No
Two Part
545
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN547- C
No
C
No
Two Part
551
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN602- C
Yes
C
No
Two Part
Neo-Classical
610
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN603- C
No
C
No
One Part
605
Commercial Block
Title

Ramsey Historic Consultants, 2016

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1900 (c)
1931
1903
1883

pre-1897
1935-1940 (c)
1900 (c)
1900 (c)
1912
1900 (c)
1905 (c)
1900-1905 (c)
1925 (c)
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Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonDetails
Eligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
MilwaukeeAveN614- C
No
C
No
Two Part
618
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN620- NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
622
Commercial Block
(altered)
MilwaukeeAveN624 NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
(altered)
MilwaukeeAveN625 NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN633 NC
No
NC
No
Two Part
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN701- C
Yes
C
Yes
One Part
Tudor Revival
711
Commercial Block
MilwaukeeAveN704 NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
MilwaukeeAveN708 NC
No
NC
No
No Style (altered)
MilwaukeeAveN715 C
Yes
C
Yes
Romanesque
Revival
MilwaukeeAveN717 C
No
C
No
Garage
MilwaukeeAveN723 NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
MilwaukeeAveN725- NC
No
NC
No
Strip Mall
Neo741
Tudor/Mansard
MilwaukeeAveN730 NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
Title
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Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1912
1981 (620);
1952 (622)

Sutter &
Associates
(620 only)

pre-1897

2010 (c)
2010 (c)
1925 (c)
1955
1937
1894

Pollatz, Walter

Boyington,
William W.

1930 (c)
1968
1952
1975
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Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
MilwaukeeAveN740 NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
MilwaukeeAveN747 NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
MilwaukeeAveN755- NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
759
Commercial
(altered)
NewberryAve128
C
No
C
No
Bungalow
NewberryAve131
NC
No
NC
No
Neo-Colonial
NewberryAve132
C
No
C
No
Cape Cod
NewberryAve135
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
Cottage
NewberryAve136
C
Yes
C
No
Craftsman
Bungalow
NewberryAve140
C
No
C
No
Contemporary
NewberryAve143
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
NewberryAve146
C
No
C
No
Gable Front
NewberryAve149
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional
NewberryAve150- C
No
C
No
Minimal
152
Traditional
NewberryAve155
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional
NewberryAve158
NC
No
NC
No
American
Foursquare
(altered)
Title
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Details

Date of
Construction
1964

Original
Architect
Benoliel, Phil

1996
1945 (c)

1920 (c)
1986-7
1949
pre-1897
1920
1961
1883
1910 (c)
2007-2008
1950 (c)
2002
1915 (c)

98

Architectural Resources in the Downtown Survey Area
Libertyville, Illinois
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LIBERTYVILLE DOWNTOWN SURVEY AREA: INVENTORY
Title
NewberryAve159

NewberryAve163
NewberryAve164
NewberryAve166168
NewberryAve167
NewberryAve172

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
No
Craftsman
Bungalow
(altered)
C
Yes
C
No
Tudor Revival
C
No
C
No
Bungalow
C
No
C
No
No Style
NC
C

No
No

NC
C

No
No

NewberryAve178180
NewberryAve186
NewberryAve204208
NewberryAve209
NewberryAve216

NC

No

NC

C
NC

No
No

C
C

NewberryAve220
NewberryAve221227
NewberryAve224
NewberryAve228
ParkAveE117
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Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1920 (c)

Craftsman

1930
1920 (c)
1950
2006
1910

No

New Traditional
Gable Front
Cottage
New Traditional

C
NC

No
No

Queen Anne
New Traditional

1900 (c)
1998-1999

Yes
No

C
C

No
No

1925
1950

C
NC

No
No

C
NC

No
No

Craftsman
Minimal
Traditional
Bungalow
New Traditional

NC

No

NC

No

2006

C
NC

Yes
No

C
NC

No
No

New Traditional Queen Anne
Craftsman
No Style (altered)

2003-2004

1930 (c)
2004

1920 (c)
1940 (c)
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ParkAveE215

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
No
Freestanding
Commercial
NC
No
NC
No
Contemporary
C
No
C
No
Side Gable
C
No
NC
No
Gable Front
Cottage
C
No
C
No
Freestanding
Commercial
NC
No
NC
No
Contemporary

ParkAveE225

C

No

C

No

ParkAveE227
ParkAveE229
ParkAveE303
ParkAveW120-132

C
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No

C
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No

ParkAveW121
ParkAveW125

C
C

No
No

C
C

No
No

ParkAveW131

NC

No

NC

No

ParkAveW137
ParkAveW144
ParkAveW147

C
NC
C

No
No
No

C
NC
C

No
No
No

Title
ParkAveE127
ParkAveE131
ParkAveE203
ParkAveE207
ParkAveE212
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American
Foursquare
Gable Front
Neo-Colonial
Contemporary
Queen Anne
(altered)
Cross Form
Queen
Anne/Shingle
American
Foursquare
Italianate
Neo-Colonial
Italianate

Details

Date of
Construction

Mansard

1978

Craftsman

1988
1910 (c)
1905-10 (c)

Original
Architect

Sutter, F. M.

1930
1991

Sutter &
Sutter

1910 (c)
1900 (c)
1978
1976
1891
1880 (c)
1895
1910 (c)
1875 (c)
1971
1883
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ParkAveW214

Local Dist
Local
NR District
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonContrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
C
Potentially C
Eligible
C
No
C

ParkAveW219-221
ParkAveW220-224
ParkAveW225
ParkAveW301
ParkAveW305

C
NC
C
NC
NC

No
No
No
No
No

C
NC
C
NC
NC

No
No
No
No
No

ParkAveW311
ParkAveW315

NC
C

No
No

NC
C

No
No

ParkAveW317
ParkAveW329
ParkAveW403-405
ParkAveW411

C
C
C
C

Yes
Yes
Yes
No

C
C
C
C

No
No
No
No

ParkAveW416
ParkAveW419
ParkAveW423
ParkAveW427
ParkAveW433

NC
NC
C
C
C

No
No
No
Yes
No

NC
NC
C
C
C

No
No
No
No
No

Title
ParkAveW207
ParkAveW208
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NR
Eligible?

Architectural
Classification

Details

Date of
Construction

No
No

New Traditional
Queen Anne

1995 (c)
1896

No

American
Foursquare
Gable Front
Tudor Revival
Contemporary
Gable Front
Gable Front
Gable Front
Cottage
Italianate
Craftsman
Bungalow
Tudor Revival
Folk Victorian
Craftsman
Craftsman
Bungalow
New Traditional
No Style (altered)
Italianate
Tudor Revival
Minimal
Traditional

1900

Original
Architect

1914
1975
1910 (c)
1900 (c)
1920
1875-80 (c)
1924
1948
1898
1915 (c)
1921
2010 (c)
1950
1875 (c)
1937
1952

Gunnison
Homes, Inc.
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ParkAveW435
ParkPl101
ParkPl102
ParkPl210
ParkPl216
ParkPl218
ParkPl220
ParkPl221

Local Dist
Contrib/NonContrib?
C
C
C
NC
C
C
C
NC

Local
Landmark
Eligible?
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

NR District
Contrib/NonContrib
C
C
C
NC
C
C
C
NC

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

ParkPl222
ParkPlN230
ParkPlN240

C
C
C

C
C
C

No
No
No

SchoolSt111

C

No
Yes
Potentially
Eligible
No

C

No

SchoolSt130

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt131
SchoolSt132
SchoolSt133
SchoolSt134

NC
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No

NC
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No

Title
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NR
Eligible?

Architectural
Classification
Queen Anne
Neo-Colonial
Bungalow
New Traditional
Gable Front
Gable Front
Queen Anne
Romanesque
Revival/Gothic
Revival (original
building)
Ranch
Craftsman
Colonial Revival

Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1895
1900 (c)
1920 (c)
2006
Craftsman
1925 (c)
1920
1900-1905 (c)
International Style 1925-6
Hyland &
(addition)
Corse

One Part
Commercial Block
New Traditional Queen
Anne/Craftsman
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional Queen
Anne/Craftsman

1965
1923-4
1905
post-1948
2012
2013
2012
2013
2012
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SchoolSt135

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional

SchoolSt136

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt137

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt138

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt139

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt140
SchoolSt141
SchoolSt142

NC
NC
NC

No
No
No

NC
NC
NC

No
No
No

SchoolSt143
SchoolSt144
SchoolSt145
SchoolSt146
SchoolSt147

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No
No

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No
No

SchoolSt148

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt151

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt153

NC

No

NC

No

Title
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Details

Date of
Construction

Queen
Anne/Craftsman

2014

New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional Queen
Anne/Craftsman
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional
New Traditional Craftsman/Tudor
New Traditional Queen
Anne/Craftsman
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional Queen
Anne/Craftsman

2013

Original
Architect

2011
2011
2011
2013
2011
2010
2011
2011
2011
2012
2011
2011
2011
2012
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SchoolSt155

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
Potentially C
No
Colonial Revival
Eligible
NC
No
NC
No
New Traditional

SchoolSt157
SchoolSt159

NC
NC

No
No

NC
NC

No
No

SchoolSt161

NC

No

NC

No

SchoolSt163
SchoolSt171
SchoolSt173
SchoolSt175
SchoolSt177
SchoolSt179
SchoolSt620-622

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

SchoolSt624

NC

No

NC

No

StewartAveN117

C

No

C

No

StewartAveN123
StewartAveN126

C
C

No
Yes

C
C

No
No

StewartAveN129

C

No

C

No

Title
SchoolSt154
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Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1939
Queen
Anne/Craftsman

New Traditional
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional Craftsman
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional
New Traditional Colonial
New Traditional Colonial
Minimal
Traditional
Gabled Ell
Queen Anne
Dutch Colonial
Revival
American
Foursquare

2013
2011
2011
2012
2011
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2015
2015
1955

Houlihan,
Raymond F.

1900 (c)
1905
1918
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StewartAveN201

Local Dist
Local
NR District
NR
Architectural
Contrib/Non- Landmark Contrib/NonEligible? Classification
Contrib?
Eligible?
Contrib
C
No
C
No
Dutch Colonial
Revival
C
Yes
C
No
Gabled Ell

StewartAveN202

C

No

C

No

StewartAveN207
WrightCt314
WrightCt320
WrightCt322
WrightCt328
WrightCt332

C
C
C
NC
C
NC

No
No
No
No
Yes
No

C
C
C
NC
C
NC

No
No
No
No
No
No

Title
StewartAveN130
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Pyramidal
Cottage
Gable Front
Bungalow
Queen Anne
New Vernacular
Queen Anne
New Traditional

Details

Date of
Construction

Original
Architect

1905
Queen Anne

1900-05 (c)
[Assessor Date
1912]
1900 (c)
1890
1920
1895 (c)
1987
1910
2004
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